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MAX HASTINGS _ 

My oldie generation is 
privileged and selfish 


Over-70s are most vulnerable to the virus but the young will 
pay its fearsome economic price 


Max Hastings Tuesday March 24 2020, 5.00pm, The Times 


on day’s broadcast by the prime minister reflects the fact that we are 

witnessing the unfolding of a global tragedy, of which the economic dimension is 
likely to prove more devastating than the viral one. The old merit special 
compassion so long as they are alive because some are among the most vulnerable 
and loneliest members of our society. I, by contrast, am among the privileged old. 
But, as a 74-year-old, age empowers me to add what the young cannot say: should 
we die, we deserve fewer tears than do those who come after us. 


We are the most fortunate generation in history, many of whom have shared in 
unparalleled prosperity. We have been spared the obligation to fight in a war; 
played our part in wreaking probably irreparable damage upon the planet; known 
wonderful times. 






Polite discourse holds that the old are nice old codgers and biddies, benign 
grandparents, upright citizens. Individually, many indeed are. The old as a 
collective, however, are monumentally selfish. Consider how grey electoral power 
has been wielded, to serve our interests and injure those of our children. 

Despite our affluence relative to the young, the grey vote has fought tooth and nail 
against the BBC’s sensible termination of our free TV licences; deterred politicians 
from means-testing free travel passes; resisted fiscal curbs on our pension 
privileges, and the entirely just depletion of personal resources to fund care home 
costs. Many of the most vociferous deniers of climate change are those who will 
not be around to suffer its consequences. 

Politically active oldies shamelessly deploy those unworthy phrases “after working 
hard all my life I deserve ... ”, or even “I didn’t fight in the war so that. . . ”. 
Scarcely a politician of any party dares to tell elderly voters that our good things 
are sustained only by heaping liabilities upon future generations. 

Some of Britain’s most influential newspapers have become cynical standard- 
bearers for their overwhelmingly elderly readerships. They shrink from editorial 
advocacy of what is morally right or fiscally prudent; of what would best serve the 
interests of future generations. They merely seek, with impressive success, to 
terrorise governments into bowing to the will of geriatric Britain. 

Passion seems appropriate to this discussion, because we are living at a historic 
moment, when the young are threatened with paying an appalling price to preserve 
some hundreds of thousands of us oldies, overwhelmingly the likeliest victims of 
coronavirus, from a slightly premature but inevitable extinction. One of my wife’s 
favourite observations is that “none of us is going to get out of this alive”, and 
never has this seemed more obvious. 



Some of the young men who fought in the Second World War observed the irony 
that they were risking their lives to redeem the folly of the old folks who had got 
Britain into it. Guy Gibson, the Dambuster VC, wrote in his angry memoir Enemy 
Coast Ahead about those responsible: “Rotten governments, the yes-men and 
appeasers who had been in power too long. It was the fault of everyone for voting 
for them.” 

Gibson continued: “If, by any chance, we had a hope of winning this war . . . then 
in order to protect our children let the young men who had done the fighting have a 
say in the affairs of state”. He himself was killed, aged 26, in September 1944, 
shortly after completing his book, which was published posthumously. 

Today, our children are not required to fight and die to save our necks. Instead, as 
Matthew Parris observed on these pages last week, they are merely invited to keep 
smiling while their economic prospects are wrecked. The British government, like 
all world leaderships, deserves some sympathy in its decisions and indecisions, 
because all the choices are brutal. 

But we, the old, should recognise that our first responsibility is to do everything in 
our power to avoid becoming literally a dead weight upon the health system. If the 
price is that we remain isolated for a period even after the rest of society resumes 
socialising, so be it. We must sustain a rational public debate about how to balance 
the medical demands of containing the virus with the economic imperative of 
promoting a maximum of activity among the less vulnerable age groups. 

The great principle upon which mankind has functioned since the beginning of 
time is that each generation, as it attains senility, should pass the baton to the next, 
if possible with good grace. Today, many people of my age are haunted in the 
hours of darkness by fears not for ourselves, but instead for what we are 
bequeathing, or rather not bequeathing, to our successors. 



My dear friend Margaret MacMillan, a magnificent historian roughly my own age, 
ruminated last week that she wonders if posterity will look back on what we are 
doing — crippling our economies rather than, in some measure at least, toughing 
out the pandemic — and conclude that we are mad. 

There is probably no choice; certainly, the epidemiologists think not. But we 
should be clear-sighted about what is happening. Even if the public finances 
recover relatively quickly from government money printing, as experience after the 
two world wars suggests is at least possible, the social and economic disruption 
imposed by corporate bankruptcies will impact hugely upon the lives of the young. 
We, the old, should acknowledge that they are the people whose plight matters 
most here, because they are the future, while we are the past. 
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Comments(698) 

david drumm 

53 SECONDS AGO 

The writers age may make him one of the older generation,but the vast majority of older people 
in the U.K. do not have his economic advantages.Surely,the sensible thing to do is to try and 
work together for the benefit of all .When this crisis is over there may be various things we can do 
to build up strengths for the future e.g. increasing the retirement age at which people claim old 
age pensions,but this is not the time for any off-the-cuff reations.Many "old people" might 
question whether it is sensible for their energy bills to be loaded with green taxes,but they go 

along with it,for the possible benefit of younger generations ! 11 

Stuart 

1 MINUTE AGO 

This is a brave and commendable article. It doesn’t talk about the other potential consequences of 
the cure being potentially worse than the problem. If, as seems likely, this period wreaks massive 
economic harm and probably breeds more xenophobia, then the potential consequences are 
poverty and war. These will kill many more people than the current virus. This isn’t just about 
economics - it’s also about the numbers of lives that will be lost by the different decisions that 
are made. The challenge is to understand we may sacrifice some older and vulnerable today to 
save potentially but unknowably countless more younger people in the future because of the 
devastating consequences of what’s happening. 


Rev A P Sheath 

2 MINUTES AGO 

Well said, Max Hastings. You could have added Nimbyism, the besetting sin of Middle England, 

and its effect on Generation Rent. And dare I mention my generation's cavalier attitude to our 

young people's future as manifested in our support for Brexit? 

Stuart Howitt 

4 MINUTES AGO 

Enter stage left a horde of old people banging on about how they are owed as they didn't have 

iPhones when they were young... 

Jenesaisquoi 

5 MINUTES AGO 

Gosh, what a sanctimonious diatribe. I’m of the baby boomer generation - the one I knew worked 
hard found jobs were hard to come by. We lived through a period of huge social turmoil, from 
women’s lib and the pill, to distant war and high interest rates. And the growth of the lack of 
respect for elders. But there was no feather bedding, no wealthy parents, no cars, going to state 
schools, no foreign holidays. My other half and I are where we are by dint of hard work, high 
interest rates and no working tax credit. No inheritances, no gifts of money, no loans. Whereas 
children from my generation have experienced the love their parents spread and many are are 
now throughly spoilt. Foreign holidays, private schooling, gap years, gifts of cars, deposits on 
houses etc All from their Mums and Dads. Some may be lucky and have good jobs, but they 
spend not save. Uber everywhere, expensive holidays, eating in Michelin starred restaurants, 
Mulberry baby bags for nappies etc at £800, their expectations and levels of consumerism are so 
much higher for their ages than our were. This solipsistic generation, raised on a lack of respect 
for anyone over the age of 40, don’t take the baton handed over, they drop it, they grab it, they 
have no respect for their elders, as the baby boomer generation still had for theirs. ...See more 

Derek Griffiths 

17 SECONDS AGO 
Jenesaisquoi 

Brilliant post jenesaisquoi, my own experience bears this out entirely. 

S R Edwards 

7 MINUTES AGO 

This article overlooks the fact that the old model based on relentless economic growth was no 
longer sustainable. Mankind chose to ignore this so nature took over. We cannot go back to the 
way things were and if a simpler more equitable way of living emerges we will have done 
following generations a great service 


G Poole 

7 MINUTES AGO 


Rubbish Mr Hastings. I am 87 , busy looking after anyone by phone, email or whatever means is 

suitable at the moment. I am self-isolating and well looked after as well, by several people by 

whatever suitable means is appropriate And I lived through the war on Merseyside definitely 

NOT a privileged background. My opinion? Smile and accept gratefully, gracefully whatever is 

offered. Offer something worthwhile in return instead of carping ungratefully 
Jean Luc Picard 

8 MINUTES AGO 

With each passing generation, after that of the war, I see society becoming more about me and 
less about us. Social media has increased this trend exponentially, making young people the star 
of their own instagram/facebook soap opera, or so they think. I bet you a pound to a penny that 
the vast bulk of the 250,000 volunteers which the government has asked for, will be middle-aged 
or older. Some of us lived through decades of risk and self-sacrifice during this so-called 
financial boom-time of which the author speaks, in a typical media home counties-centric 
language. In Northern Ireland, I lived under threat 24/7, for most of my adult life and few of the 
financial benefits of life in the UK ever reached this far north and west. I'm sixty this year and 

volunteering, by the way. 

jcm 

15 MINUTES AGO 

Max Hastings has a column to make his point but it is a personal view and not one all "old" 
people would agree with. The marvellous world we live in is a consequence of all those who 
came before, most of whom did what they were told or what they thought was best. Recasting 
them as malicious villains responsible for all ills is certainly in line with current rhetoric but not a 
fair analysis of reality. It is dangerous to think this way. We don't have the skills, systems or 
desire to equate points of GDP growth to numbers of Corona virus deaths and neither do we for 
climate change , industrial effluent or any other issue. The older generations were not handed 
anything "on a plate" and did the best they could. It is for future generations to do the same for 
their future offspring. 

Csp 

9 MINUTES AGO 
jcm 

Nice to read comment confirming what Max is saying. But you may not get the irony of your 
comment. Of course we are all beneficiaries of those that came before. And if you do 
unfortunately have to go into hospital today you will not be treated by your grandparents but by a 

young person that has spent years studying what our grandparents learned plus some more. 

HD 


16 MINUTES AGO 


Brave, and unpopular. Are we to have simultaneous daily press briefings from the Chancellor 

flanked by say Andrew Bailey and the Chief Economic Advisor to update us on how many 

businesses are in trouble, how many are bankrupt and how many job losses there have now been? 

To govern is to choose, and what a choice it is. At what point is enough, enough, when is the cure 

worst than the problem? 

JohnnyG 

24 MINUTES AGO 

Poor old Max has truly lost the plot. 

voice of peason 

26 MINUTES AGO Edited 

It's curious that so many affluent old boomers like Mr Hastings trot out this line about the 
miseries of the young. After all, it's quickly refuted. The young - even compared with Hastings' 
generation, let alone those who fought in the Hitler war - have enjoyed a vastly higher standard of 
living, greater personal freedom and greater opportunities for travel and education. When Covid 
is over, or under control, economies around the world will bounce back. Let me offer an 
explanation for this breast beating. It is that rich, successful types like Hastings, ensconsed in the 
Old Rectories of their dotage, perhaps with a nice little place in the Dordogne, fine wines in the 
cellar etc etc, imagine themselves as typical of their generation. They are not. They are outliers. 
Of course their own children and grandchildren are unlikely to be as affluent as them. Not many 
people are. I see this with my own kids. My family is affluent because my wife is clever and 
worked hard, got into one of the best-paid professions and spent less than she earned. Our 
children are clever too, but inherited my work ethic rather than hers. Their interests lie in less 
well-remunerated directions. They will never be as affluent as their parents because they don't 
have skills that society rewards. Most old people live in poor housing and have no money. Their 
children, on average, will do better. Mr Hastings does not represent the average. 

MSymonds 

27 MINUTES AGO 

I agree with most of this article . I am only worried I can't update my will with two witnesses to 
change my executors. The NHS has kept me alive till my eighties and I agree with Max we had 
some wonderful times. We did live with fear though - of strict parents and teachers; of the Cold 
War; of nuclear bombs etc.. When you reach your eighties and nineties a lot of people have no 
families and savings have gone. They need all help possible to keep them out of hospital and have 
a good death - me included. 

tom gray 

27 MINUTES AGO 


A very brave article, with some interesting points. The comments below suggest that a lot of 
people are unwilling to even contemplate these ideas. 

A Vavasor 

27 MINUTES AGO Edited 

Excellent point - of course the selfishness (and declining mental powers) of many old people will 
prevent them from seeing it - one area of mutual interest between old and young (who of course 
one day will become old) is legalisation if assisted dying and voluntary euthanasia-1 intend to 
end my life rather than get dementia and become an appalling burden on my loved ones and 
society and it should be made legally possible to receive help in doing so 

Alien Looking Down 

28 MINUTES AGO Edited 

Speak for yourself Hastings. I’m six years years younger than you but in the same age bracket. 
I’ve spent my life planting trees, privately building extremely well insulated family homes, and 
schools and hospitals professionally. I’m now renovating a bungalow for one of my children, and 
helping my younger neighbours using my professional knowledge free of charge who are in a 
dispute about massive defects in their new houses: you just write things, much of it historical. 
You are correct though, people like you have always been overpaid, over feted, and over 
privileged, even when younger. When there is a crisis people are needed to provide practical life 
saving skills, not write silly articles: I hope you weren’t paid for this, and if you were, I trust you 
will donate it to a medical charity. 

D Russell 

16 MINUTES AGO 
Alien Looking Down 

Well said. 

Wol 

30 MINUTES AGO 

Talk about “Let them eat cake”! Many oldies live alone, sometimes in tiny flats and bedsits with 
state retirement pension and pension credit their only income, grateful for the free bus pass and 
TV licence. It’s time this once admired historian and his confreres got over Brexit and their 
visceral contempt for Boris and put their correspondingly skewed judgment straight. 

HD 

20 MINUTES AGO 
Wol 

Brexit? Ah yes the spectre looming, of economic collapse post Covid prior to leaping in to the 
dark with no deal. Poor old Boris, what will he do? 


The Fixer 

32 MINUTES AGO 

Mr Hastings, I have read many of your books and heard you speak. Once I had huge respect for 

your views, but now. 

Harry Batt 

34 MINUTES AGO Edited 

My sincere hope is that this crisis means I (aged 39) never, ever again have to hear about 15% 
mortage rates. Bloody boomers. 

voice of peason 

22 MINUTES AGO 
Harry Batt 

Edited 

That's right. And while we're at it, let's hear no more about wooden toys, no central heating, no 
sex before marriage, gay sex illegal, university education only for the few, no foreign travel, no 
computers, no cheap consumer goods, home ownership for a tiny minority. Let's never hear about 
these things ever again. 

D Russell 

39 MINUTES AGO Edited 

Reading this again, are you suggesting that those of working age and younger should continue as 
normal during this pandemic, whilst those over retirement age self-isolate? Is your argument that 
this will protect the economy (for future generations) whilst preventing the meltdown of the NHS 
by the numbers of old patients? If so, there are a great number of over-riding flaws in this 
proposition, in terms of what younger people actually want to do; in terms of whether this would 
actually make any difference to the pressure on the NHS; in terms of the suggestion that morality 
is less important than money. People of working age may be "the young" to you, but they are not 
children. They can make their own choices about the way to fashion their lives - now and in the 

future. 

Ithaca 

40 MINUTES AGO 

We are hearing many reports of selflessness and community-wide solidarity - hundreds of 

thousands of volunteers to help the essential services, people watching out for their more 

vulnerable neighbours etc. I just heard a radio report about cabbies driving homeless people to 

hotels that have become places of refuge. What a contrast to this mean-spirited piece of writing. 

G Poole 

10 MINUTES AGO 
Ithaca 

Here! Here! 



Longshot 

43 MINUTES AGO 

Bit out of touch with the lives of ordinary "older" people. I assume everywhere he goes smells of 
new paint, "played our part in wreaking probably irreparable damage upon the planet." Not me 
who was driven a short distance to school, scattered litter all over the planet, ate a lot of 
convenience food in packaging that can't be recycled....See more 

Report 

Mike Hopkins 

27 MINUTES AGO 
Longshot 

Indeed. The big question is that when this thing has passed are we just going to carry on as 
before. Our lifestyle, not just UK but in large parts of the world have bought us here. Huge 
numbers of tourists and business travellers allow virus's to be spread around the globe in hours. 
Leaving aside the environmental damage of tourism, fast fashion, rampant consumerism the next 

virus could be far more lethal and our complacency beggars belief. 

Reply 

IAN GIRVAN 

43 MINUTES AGO 

I think it was pretty selfish of you to decamp to Argentina simply because you weren't prepared 
to live under a government headed by Boris. You've become a funny old thing in your dotage, 
Max. 

SurbitonSteve 

44 MINUTES AGO 

Sanctimonious rubbish from someone I had a lot of respect for. Written to stir up anger and 
division, I think so. Congratulations. What are your answers rather than the view you have 
through cracked glasses and hearing aids without batteries?? 

Chris Madder 

45 MINUTES AGO 

Speak for yourself, all you have done is give those who wish to bring euthanasia onto the law 

books more ammunition. 

Michael Sheehan 

45 MINUTES AGO 

Max, I do not recognise the life you describe in any way, shape or form. I’m only two year’s 
behind you. 

Eric john stuart Franzen 

46 MINUTES AGO 

Let us not assume that younger generations will want a replica of our current society with its 
wealth inequalities and institutionalised greed. A re-jigging of the economy based on 


environmental improvements and other more pressing quality of life issues could well emerge 

.We have a lot to leam from the Scandinavian counties where life is much less market driven. 
Mike Hopkins 

24 MINUTES AGO 
Eric john stuart Franzen 

We must first learn as a society that friends, family etc are the key to happiness and not all this 

cheap consumerist junk that we are encouraged to buy because it will fulfil us. We need a world 

without must have handbags etc which looks even shallower in the current emergency. 

Frances Beasley 

48 MINUTES AGO 

I find myself appalled at this article given how many there are of us who clearly have not led the 

privileged life style to which you refer but rather have worked hard to achieve what they have and 

have attempted to help themselves and or their children where possible. I have been disgusted 

watching the ‘don’t care generation’ push, fight and grab their way through supermarkets to 

empty shelves and show no respect for decent consideration to others. Having taught my child to 

be independent, share and show respect, I question whether it is in fact the people to whom you 

refer to as the selfish oldies who are in fact the very ones responsible for setting the poor example 

to those of the current ‘don’t care generation’ who now flout the laws of social distancing , ignore 

advice and can’t be bothered to help those in need, yes, I want the young to survive but do not 

blame oldies who are not in the same category as yourself for being selfish when they have 

worked hard and given so much 
tom gray 

31 MINUTES AGO 
Frances Beasley 

You must have missed the article about panic buying in 1939? 

david john 

46 MINUTES AGO 
Frances Beasley 

He's talking to you. 

Paul Clements 

50 MINUTES AGO 

A truly troubling article. Either we all stick together for better or worse and are all treated the 
same, regardless of age or of any other differentiating factor or we start to select other parts of 
society whom, by our personal standards, we consider should be culled for what we personally 
perceive to be the greater good. I rather think that that sort of attitude was what led to the Final 
Solution. 

Chris Madder 

42 MINUTES AGO 
Paul Clements 


Don't be too sanguine this could still happen. First abortion, then euthanasia, next it will be those 

who are handicapped and therefore cannot add anything to society and so the list will continue, 
morticia 

51 MINUTES AGO 

It might be easier if we oldies just succumbed and died. Then the state could tax our already taxed 

money, the kids could inherit whatever might be left and the country could start over. 

Chris Madder 

40 MINUTES AGO 
morticia 

I think I will have to find some 'funnies' to send you as I am sad to see what you have written 
although I can completely understand it. You will have to be like me, I have nothing to leave my 

kids but then they are doing okay! 

dizzle 

1 HOUR AGO 

If you feel that way, then I'm sure we can find a way through taxation to tax the over 60's pay for 
the economic recovery. I have paid a huge price for the near devastation of my business because 
of the virus. The loss of my business sale and devastating loss of my business value. I have had to 
ask family to bail me out. I do not regret it, we had a moral imperative to take the path we have. 
But I don't want to hear "you should have let us die" from those who's lives we are desperately 

trying to save. 

Mrs B Shephard 

1 HOUR AGO 

Just been on a holiday with Sunday Times Expert Travel. Everyone on the trip had either partly 

or wholly financed a property for one or more children. We were not big earners (teacher and a 

project manager), I only worked part time to look after the children but we have helped as much 

as we can to the detriment of our pension funds. I do resent being labelled selfish , have just 

downsized to buy a property for my son with aspergers. 

Chris Madder 

39 MINUTES AGO 
Mrs B Shephard 

You might not have been 'big earners' but it is more than we were ever able to do! Thank God our 

children have excellent jobs and are earning way more than we ever did. 

Westhillian 

49 MINUTES AGO 
Mrs B Shephard 

I think you make the point of how privileged the group of people you went on holiday with are if 
they all bought a property for your kids. That doesn’t make you less privileged because you 
avoided tax by giving it away early. I’m not criticising you at all but merely making the point that 

you have had the best of a very fair wind. 

Last Publican 


1 HOUR AGO 

Do we suspect that it was members of our generation who brought the virus to Europe from 
China, Max? What would all those old people have been doing in Wuhan? 

Nubofit 

1 HOUR AGO 

After having fifty five or so years of a damn good living Max, you now decide it is an appropriate 
time to don the hairy shirt and confess up to what you consider to be the sins of the past. Very 
inventive, but disguised survivalism in another form, as this attention piece increases your 
personal wealth, if not your reputation with the older generation. Please do add that to your hair 
shirt. However, there is a real world out here, with many working pensioners (now no longer able 
to work) who have not had access to the cream at the top of the economic pile throughout their 

lives and do not appreciate being told that they are included in your economic abuse, guilt trip. 
Reply 

29 

Recommend 

Report 

howard morrison 

47 MINUTES AGO 
Nubofit 

Spot on 
Reply 

3 

Recommend 

Report 

Whataboutery 

57 MINUTES AGO 
Nubofit 

Well said ! 

Reply 

2 

Recommend 

Report 

David 

1 HOUR AGO 

A great article Max. There will be many here who take exception to your opinions on these issues 
but I agree with you. I am retired and sometimes feel embarrassed by the selfish, grasping & 

opinionated attitudes of my fellow oldies. 

Reply 


25 

Recommend 

Report 

Show 1 previous replies 
Hani Zakhour 

26 MINUTES AGO 
David 

You evidently frequent those same circles as Mr Hastings, thus riddled in guilt. Get out and open 
your eyes to the generous contributions of the oldies or alternatively keep them tightly shut and 

lament what you should have done to stay guilt free 
Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

Chris Madder 

37 MINUTES AGO 
David 

I am happy to say I have never met any of these selfish, opinionated and grasping pensioners! 
Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

Tony M 

1 HOUR AGO 

I think the critical point is that the NHS cannot cope with an out of control epidemic. That 

impacts anyone of any generation who needs treatment...for any condition. 

Reply 

6 

Recommend 

Report 

Last Publican 

1 HOUR AGO 

I think this is the most depressing opinion column I have ever read. (And that's saying a lot.) So 
the answer to the China Virus is for our currently redundant travel agencies to organise exclusive 
outings for oldies - old coaches with old drivers. Free tickets with itineraries posted through our 

letter-boxes by key workers.-One-way trips to Beachy Head. After you, Max. 

Reply 

6 

Recommend 

Report 

NR 

1 HOUR AGO 
Last Publican 


But only after Max has left his fortune to the State. Then he can go happy he has done his part for 
the next generation. I rather expect rather large tax rises once things settle- assuming they ever 

do. 

Reply 

7 

Recommend 

Report 

Gordon W 

1 HOUR AGO 

Max Hastings should do the right thing: take a loaded virus into his lavishly appointed study and 
close the door. The rest of us oldies, who don't share his wealth, privilege, and guilt can then get 

on with our lives, and our continued contributions to society. 

Reply 

23 

Recommend 

Report 

BJYH 

1 HOUR AGO 

The “old” did not cause this pandemic. Most of the elderly do not have Max’s income and assets 
(good luck to him) and are concerned to ensure that they can keep what they have to pass it on. 

The nightmare is to end up needing care you can’t afford. It’s not all bliss for the elderly. 

Reply 

12 

Recommend 

Report 

Garth Pearce 

1 HOUR AGO 

While Max Hastings was being educated at Charterhouse and Oxford and being financed by rich 
and influential parents, many of us were being brought up on crumbling council estates and 
having to create our own futures from nothing. He never did anything for anyone when he had his 

chance. Spare us from his posturing now. 

Reply 

29 

Recommend 

Report 

JG Bollard 

43 MINUTES AGO 
Garth Pearce 


Agreed. The only thing this article highlights is Hastings’ myopia and how his corrosive 
perspective has influenced the media. Some working class people were fortunate to slip through 
the post-war consensus window of social mobility, but many were not so fortunate, and by the 

90s it was slammed shut. 

Reply 

2 

Recommend 

Report 

Jake 

1 HOUR AGO 

The trouble with the “it’s mostly targeting the old” commentary, is what does “old” mean? I am 
65. Does that mean I am old and therefore do not warrant the same right to life to say a 55 year 

old? My daughter is 14. Does she not deserve more time with her father? 

Reply 

3 

Recommend 

Report 

Westhillian 

45 MINUTES AGO 
Jake 

By definition if a year of life has value then clearly you have accrued more value in your life at 
65 compared to 55. Ask yourself this ; if you were an impartial judge who could save only one 
would it be the 65 with 14 year old or 55 with a 4 year old. By your own argument you would be 
forced to choose the younger. I’m not arguing for that position just that your particular 

quantitative approach lacks substance. 

Reply 

1 

Recommend 

Report 

Show all 1 replies 

RG 

1 HOUR AGO Edited 

Some things to agree with here, but not “There is probably no choice; certainly the 
epidemiologists think not”. The epidemiologists and modellers can, and have, spelt out what they 
think will be the consequences of various courses of action - circa 500,000 deaths if nothing is 
done, 250,000 with social distancing etc, and the Chief Scientific Adviser suggested a best case 
of around 20,000 some time ago, though further data on spread has been collected and further 
actions have been taken since then. There certainly are choices on how we have responded on 


this, but they are political and social choices, and they are not dictated or made by 

epidemiologists. 

Reply 

1 
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JohnG 

1 HOUR AGO 

I agree we need to help our young and businesses. We should still pay our gym fees, club fees, 
clearers, gardeners and all the others who supported us in the good times, my children now need 
income to feed themselves and children. Being isolated is not a time to shut up the shutters but a 
time to reflect how we can help which can only be through the financial resources we have at this 

point in time. 

Reply 

8 

Recommend 

Report 

P Kimber 

1 HOUR AGO 

Everything worked to my advantage: National Service (RAF Navigator trained in Canada) but no 
war, free education, at two universities, rising affluence, inflation which worked to my advantage 
in house prices, (I paid off a £7k mortgage with a £3 lk endowment policy due to inflation) etc 

etc. I am doing my best for my family whose prospect are more gloomy. 
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Gordon W 

1 HOUR AGO 
P Kimber 

You were a tiny minority. Most left school at 16, went into poorly paying production line jobs, 
mining, or manual labour. Endured years of rationing, and then poor diets. No car, phone, home 
of their own, holiday a week in the rain in Blackpool, cr4p TV. Not even an overblown sense of 

entitlement to comfort them. Imagine that. 
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Unacceptable truth 

I HOUR AGO 

A well reasoned piece that misses one key ingredient though.you can only make the choices in 

the era you live through. The world now doesn’t remotely resemble that of the 50’s, 60’s, 70’s 
etc. Those choices are informed by whatever education, employment and social factors you face 
and most importantly guided by the regime under which you live. If those factors helped you do 
well in life, there is no guilt any more than blame for what may come later, in what will be a 
different mix of those factors in a different time. Choices made in this era may ultimately prove 

to be more beneficial than you might think. 
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Caitlyn Mansi 

41 MINUTES AGO 
Unacceptable truth 

Totally agree, and I have made this point myself in response to the intergenrational hostility we 
have been witnessing over the last few years. You absolutely cannot help when you were born 
and you have to make the best of whatever opportunities might come your way in your own 
personal timeline. Obviously you should help out older/younger people when you can but just 

hurling abuse at other generations is very damaging 
Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

Paradigm Shift 

46 MINUTES AGO 
Unacceptable truth 

Yes, no point in feeling guilty for things you can’t or couldn’t control. The thing is to do what’s 
right now. I’m giving my family all the help they need which I am capable of giving. And, to the 
extent I can help others, that too. Although being over 70, the best thing I can do is not to burden 

the health service unnecessarily. 
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Mrs P Cantavit 

1 HOUR AGO 

I don’t see this just as an old/young thing. There are pensioners who are far from being well off. 
However there are pensioners (like MH) and some people who are employed, who will find 



during this situation that their income doesn't drop, but their outgoings do. The roof will stay over 
their heads while they stay in, spend less on theatres and restaurants and wait for the refunds on 
their flights to land back in their bank accounts. Those (we!) are the people who should be doing 
something with that now surplus cash. Look online for your local food bank just giving page, 
donate to a charity or hospice that would normally expect income from now cancelled 

fundraisers. 
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Jacqueline Odetti 

1 HOUR AGO 

A very brave and honest analysis by Max, and one I wholeheartedly agree with. 
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Edd 

1 HOUR AGO 
Jacqueline Odetti 

You play the hand you are dealt- sick of the fad of oldie bashing 
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Show all 1 replies 

Geoff Hughes 

1 HOUR AGO 

The crustily defensive responses from “people of a certain age” have chosen to avoid the heart of 
this article. I found it entirely uplifting in its balance and practicality, though somewhat too 
concerned with the economic consequences. Society needs to use this ghastly wake up call to 
rediscover a spiritual dimension that has all but vanished under a tsunami of consumerism, 
diabolically shallow entertainment and self interest. We have lost touch with the real meaning of 
life and how we should be interacting. For clarity’s sake this is not a plea for the return of religion 

in any of its forms . The article is thought provoking and hopeful. 
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Bestbeforedate 

1 HOUR AGO 
Geoff Hughes 

Very well put. Glad you clarified regarding religion. I know many religious people are decent but 

religion generally is causing so much harm in the world. 
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David Applegarth 

1 HOUR AGO 

Very good article, evoking a response from oldies reflecting our greed and selfishness (I too am 
old). Max avoids the logical step that it should be permissible for those of us who are old to 

choose to take the step of ending life while not a burden on the younger people. 
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Edd 

1 HOUR AGO 
David Applegarth 

Oh for gods sake that is appalling 
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Show all 1 replies 

Paddy Briggs 

1 HOUR AGO 

I came of age (under the old definition) in 1967 when I was 21. Had I been American not British I 
might well not be here at all because I could have fallen in the jungles of Vietnam in that vile and 
senseless war Max Hastings so brilliantly described in his recent book. I have Harold Wilson to 
thank for that. Our lucky generation was not conscripted to fight anywhere - unlike that of our 
parents and grandparents. We also benefited from the expansion in tertiary education of the 1960s 
and from a mature and (mostly) affordable welfare state. And we could enjoy relationships when 
we were young without the risk of unwanted pregnancies. So what went wrong? Why did so 
many of my generation become insular, ignorant faux-patriotic nationalists ? Why did we 
conspire to damage our successor generations prospects by denying them the freedoms in Europe 


we have enjoyed? Why the hell did we become Little Englanders? I scratch my head to answer 
the questions I pose. We are part of a generation that had a social conscience. I took to the streets 
as a student to protest against the Vietnam War and Apartheid. I had a conventional career in 
Business and now have a decent Pension - another thing that successor generations will not enjoy. 
My life has benefited from the generosity of others - why would I be so ungenerous as to limit the 

horizons of younger people? ...See more 
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Show 2 previous replies 
Mrs C Hemsley 

21 MINUTES AGO 
Paddy Briggs 

Edited 

I consider my generation extremely lucky to have escaped world wars, but unlucky in that, for 
most of us, our education ended at fifteen years old, leaving us with limited prospects. The 
privileged who automatically continued in education beyond that, and therefore had the 
opportunity for a lucrative career rather than a job, should appreciate they were the fortunate 
minority and really can't speak for the majority. Whilst I accept the disadvantages and benefits of 
the period I have lived through, I am also aware of the opportunities and advantages the majority 
of subsequent generations enjoy, and they should be acknowledged and appreciated. For most of 
my generation, a university education was almost unheard of (from my large class two children 
annually were offered a grammar school place). The younger generation can be forgiven for 
taking them for granted, how wonderful that the world has moved on so much that they can, but 
the privileged, in whose lives there wasn't room for improvement in advantages, aren't qualified 
to speak on the subject. Max Hastings should not be speaking for me, or the millions like me, his 
background and upbringing were so far outside of the norm, and into the privileged, that he is 
quite unable to speak for any generation. His experience means he is only qualified to speak for a 
tiny, privileged section of it. Let someone speak who is aware of the improvements in life for the 

vast majority, not stir up dissatisfaction. 
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Paradigm Shift 

41 MINUTES AGO 
Paddy Briggs 


A lot of what you say makes sense, but do you think everyone in the world should have freedom 
of movement, or just you and your children and grandchildren? The angels will be waiting for 

your reply. 
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Show all 4 replies 
Jimka 

1 HOUR AGO 

Epidemiologists are in the business of causing panic. Like planners whose only right to exist is to 
say NO. Lets start to report the hundreds of millions untouched by the virus throughout the globe. 
66,000 casualties on the first day of the Somme —that was a catastrophe . This pandemic, so 
called, is killing more economies than people and the deaths of the economies in turn will kill 
many more people directly and indirectly. WE are sacrificing the many to save the few—AND 

failing big time.E 
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Helios 

1 HOUR AGO 

We have been spared the obligation to fight in a war; Not so - my father is still well and he 

fought the Nazis. 
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Recommend 
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David Preston 

1 HOUR AGO 

What a stupid and uninformed article. Just a brief look at the young people congregating in 
London after the governments request to isolate will show you that selfishness does not increase 
with age. This desire to create a competitive victimhood is the curse of our age. The young are 
not victims. They have the joys and privileges of youth. The old have little to look forward to, but 
will continue to make sacrifices for their children, as they have done all their lives. Setting us 

against each other reduces the responsibility of the young to be the masters of their fate. 
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dogman 

1 HOUR AGO 
David Preston 

David, well said. I fear that Max has become bitter and twisted in his old age, not sure who he is 
targeting with his “grey vote” comment- presumably the MP’s who run the country, voted in by 
all those who could be bothered to vote. Tony Blair was 47 when he became PM - for 10 years- 

was he old and grey? Max also quotes dear Matthew P - another old and embittered chap. 
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kibes 

1 HOUR AGO 

This is not true. The old use their money to subsidise their children and grandchildren. TV 
licences should be scrapped altogether and replaced with a voluntary subscription model like 
Netflix and Amazon Prime. The young are vulnerable to coronavirus as well and may also die, 
hence the need for blanket restrictions which damage the economy. Retired old people have no 
executive responsibility for managing climate change which is a matter for governments and 
legislators. Those people who are able to pay for their own care home already do so without 

expecting help from the State. 
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Douglas Brown 

1 HOUR AGO 
kibes 

The young will (mostly) survive, the old are most vulnerable to this CV. At some point 
governments have to make the decision to sacrifice the weak for the benefit of all society and that 
means getting the economy back working again. That is potentially to the detriment of people like 
myself, my wife and my friends and I understand that. I don't want to die prematurely as I expect 
and still do to live into my 80's if my health is good and will fight to stay alive. Nature can't be 
bested in looking after species in terms of natural selection, survival of the fittest etc but humans 
have now altered the natural rythym of it by prolonging life and I'm not sure it's in the long term 
interest of our species as a whole. This is a good time to reevaluate what's important in life for 

our longer term survival. 
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Mike Greenland 

1 HOUR AGO 

Fully agree the principles and I am an oldie too. You neglected to mention the gouging of the 

young by high house prices. Caused by a lack of supply due to oldie NIMBYism. 
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JG Bollard 

23 MINUTES AGO 
Mike Greenland 

If any generation ‘gouged’ the property market it was generation X, and later the pressures of 
mass immigration and foreign property speculators, combined with the lack of new council 
houses being built to compensate for those sold off. The older generations tend to stay put in 

houses they’ve owned for decades. 
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Edd 

1 HOUR AGO 
Mike Greenland 

Due to government not oldies 
Reply 
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Show all 2 replies 

john rhodes 

1 HOUR AGO 

Excellent article and absolutely correct. Most on here however will violently disagree because the 

majority are in fact the bigots, racists and little Englanders who don't give a fig for anyone else. 
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Daric 

47 MINUTES AGO 
john rhodes 

Nice! 
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Bill Ion 

1 HOUR AGO 

I disagree. Vast numbers of these current ‘oldies’ struggled as frontline workers in Teaching, 
Medicine, The Civil Service, the Armed forces and social jobs. We were of an age where public 
service rather than financial gain was our yardstick. Work pensions were low for economic jobs 
& non- existent for short periods of work. We had the three day week without job security and 
IRA bombs exploding in our cities. After the war we were bought up on poor diets without the 
abundance of food now available. We were not spoilt youth but hard working individuals paying 
often 80% of our income for two figure mortgage interest often living in rented accommodation 
and polluted environments in jobs without adequate health and safety protection, (especially the 
huge numbers of miners down the pits) . The elder generation helped rebuild the economy after 
the devastation of WW2 and carry the torch for national regeneration. Of course with a booming 

economy, some exploited the system. 
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S Lamdin 

1 HOUR AGO 

Brilliant article .... thanks to you and Mathew P last Saturday ... for being brave enough to 
articulate the way us older ones are mortgaging our children’s and grandchildren’s future. There 
probably isn’t a choice but we need to be clear the next few generations are buying us a few extra 

years. 
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Hani Zakhour 

1 HOUR AGO 

Deeply disturbing point of view, grossly unhealthy and divisive. This generational divide is not 
something we the over 70s have chosen, surely it’s natural and the young of today will be the old 

of tomorrow. Perhaps the author is guilty for having taken more than he has given. 
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Leni 

1 HOUR AGO 
Hani Zakhour 

Astute. 
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Jimka 

1 HOUR AGO 
Hani Zakhour 

Well said. 
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Lady P 

1 HOUR AGO 

Very noble. I read a BBC article yesterday saying that the COVID19 death toll predictions 
woefully lack any inclusion of the number of people who would have died anyway this year. The 
projections of 500,000 - 250,000 deaths resulting from COVID19 are presented to us a "extra 

deaths" when in fact this is not true. 
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Spencer Stewart 

1 HOUR AGO Edited 

It’s right to protect the vulnerable. But one thing that the young do not want is Brexit. This 
pandemic, which, to be blunt, has wreaked the most havoc in high consumption countries with 
ageing populations, exposes yet more of the realities which Brexit would deny. And it will only 
compound the cost of all this. If Boris Johnson has the capital to bring Conservatives around to an 
effective nationalisation of the economy, he has the capital to force a rethink, at the very least, on 

the timing and utility of Brexit. 
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DoINotLikeThat 

1 HOUR AGO 

You managed to define the entire stupid reason we have Brexit without even mentioning the 

word! Class! 
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Dixie Hughes 

1 HOUR AGO 

"Privileged and selfish"? Speak for yourself, Max, if you like; but that's not me 
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CK9N 

1 HOUR AGO 
Dixie Hughes 

He's speaking for the group as a whole, and it's hard to argue with that, particularly when you see 
the parties and policies supported by different age groups. I'm glad that you're not like that Dixie, 

but that's hardly the point. 
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Sara Macdonald 

2 HOURS AGO 

What a narrow and divisive point of view. Blame the majority of old for Brexit, by all means, but 
to blame the old for somehow being selfish for being old and more liable to catch the vims is 
deeply peculiar. Most of us of a certain age know we would not be given a ventilator if we get 
sick, and this is right and how it should be. Most of us dread getting the virus because it 
endangers others, so we isolate. Some irresponsible, young and old are not isolating because they 
believe, bizarrely that it infringes their liberties. These are are danger to all. Young and old, we 
are all in this together. Coronavirus is no ones fault. We need articles celebrating all the inventive 
ways people, of all generations, are helping each other through this. Articles that lift the spirits. 
Not a bleak little effort in blame shame. Perhaps a few younger, kinder journalists writing for 

your paper would help uplift us in these troubled times. 
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Vuyelwa Carlin 

2 HOURS AGO 
Sara Macdonald 

Edited 

A kind, sensible and realistic post. This is what we need, not anger and sniping. Thank you. 
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BlogDog 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

The over 70s are consistently pontificating about how youth owes them for wars they never 
fought and efforts they never made, when the only thing they gave us was the Beatles. Now they 
burden the 85% with false guilt, lost opportunity and worse of all, debt. Next, they will he 
pleading poverty and expect further support following the collapse of their cashed-in pensions. 

They won’t be missed. 
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Show 1 previous replies 
Mike Hopkins 

1 HOUR AGO 
BlogDog 

If you want play that game please tell me the average age of the “masters of the universe” who 

nearly bankrupted the economy in 2008 with the arrogance. Stupidity thrives amongst all ages 
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Show all 3 replies 
Vuyelwa Carlin 

1 HOUR AGO 
BlogDog 

Please see Sara Macdonald's post above, Mr or Ms BlogDog. 
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Vino 

2 HOURS AGO 

1 think the issue is less old vs young but more cost vs benefit. This is a live and fast moving 
situation so it’s hard to make an accurate assessment but the Government and it’s advisers are 
clearly working to some sort of strategy. I think this three week lock down period is reasonable, I 
will obviously comply by it. However before it is extended or before it is tightened then the 
Government MUST clearly set out what it it’s evidentiary base for making that decision and 
“saving lives” or “protecting the NHS” much less “it’s what France and Spain are doing” is not 
sufficient. This is not (as some hysterical posters claim) so that we can all go back to the pub. It’s 
about understanding the trade off between risk of deaths now and the inevitable delayed deaths, 
unemployment, catastrophic social and mental health issues and misery thanks to the economic 
catastrophe that awaits us. It might not be as simple as “10% higher annual mortalities vs 25% 
contraction in the economy” (which is broadly what it looks like at the moment) but it certainly 

can’t be as simple as “you can’t put a price on life so stay at home you monster”. 
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Edward Little 

2 HOURS AGO 

And I expect you are being well paid for this drivel. If this is what you think I would suggest you 

keep your thoughts to yourself 
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john payne 

2 HOURS AGO 

So very true, and they have done a bloody awful job of it too 
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Spyingdiamond 

2 HOURS AGO 


A society is meansured on how it treats it's old people and it's prisoners. Hopefully history will 
look back favourably at the sacrifice the young are prepared to take (notwithstanding London of 

course, who don't care about anyone but themselves). 
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Show 1 previous replies 
DoINotLikeThat 

1 HOUR AGO 
Spyingdiamond 

You claim to care about your fellow citizens, then insult one fifth of them with scarcely a second 

thought, based purely on where they happen to live and work. You don't sound very genuine. 
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Matthew Andrews 

2 HOURS AGO 
Spyingdiamond 

No mention of the young and their prospects. Do they not count? 
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Judgenjury 

2 HOURS AGO 

Although this is in many ways a noble and brave piece it ignores the dangers of the virus for 
people who are not old but just vulnerable. That said, no one has properly grasped the fact that if 
we do allow this to destroy our economy many more people of every age will die in misery of all 
sorts of other treatable conditions as a result of our inability to afford to look after them. There 

are therefore some very , very difficult political decisions ahead. 
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Spyingdiamond 

2 HOURS AGO 
Judgenjury 


1 suspect will people will no longer look at the plight of immigrants / refugees in the same way 
again. Some of the conditions people are forced to live in around the world are appaling. 
Hopefully something good will come out of this as people appreciate what they have in western 

countries and the 'old' in other countries, give back to those coming along in the next generation. 
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Robert Holmes 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

let the young men who had done the fighting have a say in the affairs of state”In our corrupt and 
rotten voting system only the votes of a few marginals count. Parliaments remains and 19 century 

farce. But do get out a bit more and discover we oldies are not all selfish b.. 
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Vino 

2 HOURS AGO 
Robert Holmes 

The funny thing is that through the 50s, 60s, 70s and beyond the “young men who did the 
fighting” did have a say as they became the politicians, business leaders, lawyers etc who ran the 

UK. They in turn, made their fair share of mistakes too. 
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Mr Geoffrey Hemsley 

2 HOURS AGO 

Nice one Max.reminds me of the ‘only fools and horses’ line: when Del Boy says: ‘my father 

fought in the war for the freedom of this nation.... and look at those young people.what do they 

do with it.anything they bleeding want!’ 
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Leni 


2 HOURS AGO Edited 





1 believe this sort of article is unhelpful because it joins many other journalistic endeavours ( 
often the work of the privileged) in stimulating a sense of victimhood and division. Every 
generation has its leaders and those many people who also quietly support their fellow citizens in 
a myriad of ways, .you simply cannot make these generalisations. Our family, for example, has 
two children who, with drive and a work ethic , are surpassing any income their hardworking 
parents had. Their view is that their house ownership is delayed,but the experiences and travel 
they have enjoyed are greater. They’d are happy and enjoy their work and understand their 
responsibilities. Max, you may have personal discomfort, but perhaps act on this rather than 

write. There are going to be many in need. 
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Stuart Budd 

2 HOURS AGO 
Leni 

It is a generalisation but correct. 
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A-pathetic 

2 HOURS AGO 

My 89yr old Taid (Grandfather) with a MBE for services to the vulnerable disabled can hardly be 
called selfish. He’s taken to the lock-down with good spirits. “Aye lad, I remember the Germans 
bombing the mountain, just up there. Used an old quarry shaft as a shelter. Had 6 months in 
isolation when I was 6 with scarlet fever. I’ve got running hot water, carpet on the floor, tv. We 

can do this, it’s just a prison for a bit....but with wallpaper!” He ain’t heavy, he’s my Brother. 
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Punksta 

2 HOURS AGO 

The idea that being born into a successful era means you are selfish and/or owe something to 

others because of it, is staggeringly absurd. 
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Chris Chalkley 

2 HOURS AGO 

Our generation not obliged to fight in a war? So NI, the Falklands & first gulf wars never 

happened? And yes as far as I'm concerned NI was and still is a war. 
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Alexander Maclean-Bristol 

2 HOURS AGO 
Chris Chalkley 

A tiny percentage of the nation took part in these conflicts, and all did so by choice. Hasting's 

point was that the entire generation didn't need to fight unlike WW1 or 2. 
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Bromwich 

2 HOURS AGO 

Toughing it out was the original policy but the government lost its nerve when it saw the 
modelling from Imperial and the possible number of deaths and realised it was politically 
impossible to accept it. Now, as reported in the FT but not here, an Oxford University study 
suggests we may already have extensive herd immunity, so this may all be for nothing. There will 

be a political cost to that as well. 
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James Threapleton 

2 HOURS AGO 
Bromwich 

The Oxford Uni research is prominently covered in today’s edition of The Times and ToL. It is 
not yet peer reviewed. And lots of ‘may’, ‘could’ caveats. Finally, herd immunity does not work 

if it is shown that CV19 mutates and can reinfect those previously infected. 
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Mary 

2 HOURS AGO 

There are always advantaged and disadvantaged in any policy decision. It is the reason we have a 

government to make decisions. No need for anyone to feel guilty. 
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PAUL BARTON 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

Young people always think they have it hard. People in their seventies or older bang on about the 
vicious crash of 1974, when the stock market halved (and housing sold off by a similar amount). 
"It was like capitalism was coming to an end" one of them told me lately - yet now it has almost 
entirely faded from popular memory. People in their sixties wax lyrical about how you could 
walk out of university (no, it wasn't called "uni" in those days when fewer went) with your II.2 
and into a good job. But when pressed they'll tell you how hard it was for young graduates to find 
a place to live in London then, under Labour's rent controls and before Thatcher introduced 

shorthold tenancies. Yet life goes on, and the economic cycle with it. 
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Stephen Evans 

2 HOURS AGO 

Easy for Max to say let the oldies die from the safety of his country bolt hole. If he had 
vulnerable old relatives living in care homes he might feel differently. He was the editor of The 
Telegraph for years so should we be surprised by his attitude. All my working life I've been 
happy for my taxes to help and support the old. Is it unreasonable to expect that I'll be looked 

after when I'm old? Shame on you Mr Hastings. 
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I'm Backing Britain 

2 HOURS AGO 

What a dismal article. Time you took a trip on the underground Max? 
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Amfortas 

2 HOURS AGO 

Self-loathing utilitarianism. 
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Pip 

2 HOURS AGO 

1 wish it was as easy as “letting all the selfish old people die”. How do you go about letting that 
happen? Put them all in one place and shut the doors? Have you seen how they are suffering? 
What a very divisive and horrible argument. Any illness like this will kill the vulnerable first. But 
the reason it’s causing such havoc is because we have no immunity in the whole population and 
so many are becoming ill all at once thus overwhelming the health services everywhere. I am 
tired of being blamed for all the ills in the world . We just happened to be born post war and in 
England. I worked in the NHS all my adult life and have never experienced anything as dreadful 
as this . Where is the compassion? Most of us oldies do childcare so the younger generation can 

work and have been a source of bank of mum and dad. Willingly and lovingly. 
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Philip Rugged 

2 HOURS AGO 
Pip 

”A very divisive and horrible argument” indeed but sadly, these days, typical of this out-of-touch 

but still arrogant journalist’s view. Long past the sell-by date 
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Stephen B 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

As a nearly 70 I have long agreed with MH s point of view, no doubt the reaction of many 
contributors below reinforces exactly his points. But that should not stop some of us agreeing. I 


await more furious comments from my generation who are taken as a whole, a golden generation, 
for the reasons stated ( oh and we did not have to pay school fees and a good proportion had the 

now departed final salary pension schemes). 

Reply 

6 

Recommend 

Report 

DrGB 

2 HOURS AGO 
Stephen B 

1 am not from your generation, far from it, and I find this article divisive and disturbing. 
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Constantine Lykiard 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

Hey Max if you want to feel all guilty and remorseful please do it in the privacy of your own 
mind. Do not try to make the rest of us feel all guilty. By all means cleanse your soul by givining 
it all to charity and move to Nepal to meditate and contemplate the ills of your ways. You more 
than most had subsatantial influence of how people thought back in the day...Every generation 
has its own mountains to climb and solutions to find. It is the young who invented the gig 
economy, most are still under 40 and it is the young who are slaves to the "convience' which was 
sold to them as a trojan horse for giving the wealth of their behaviours ( called data) for free. 

Now they need to work out how to monetise that and get their economic power to rebalance... My 
motgage was not on 0.25%... at one point it jumped to 15% remember those days or has dementia 

set into you.and some of us did not live on overdrafts. We bought what we could afford 

because we never lost sight between need and want, some of us did not go to Prague for a 
weekend on a credit card but saved so that we dont have to rely on the state yet our savings have 
been eroded for the last 10-15 years some of us do not have final salary pensions and some of us 
resend having our pension being raided time and time again by idiots like Gordon Brown. So over 
to the young they will just have to fight for what they want like we did ... there is no free lunch 

Max 
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Recommend 

Report 



Jack92 

2 HOURS AGO Edited 

Brilliant article. What haunts me is the elderly emerging from their isolation to a world unable to 
look after them in their old age due to the economic devastation. There is no easy solution but we 
must begin an honest and open discussion about the quality of life not just the quantity. As 

Matthew Paris so rightly put it last week, keeping people alive at all cost is no longer acceptable. 
Reply 
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Recommend 

Report 

Graham Lockey 

1 HOUR AGO 
Jack92 

Remember your comments when the next generation decides you are past your health save date. 
Reply 
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Recommend 

Report 

Ithaca 

2 HOURS AGO 

“My older generation is privileged and selfish”. Speak for yourself, Mr Hastings! 

Reply 
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Recommend 

Report 

James Adam 

2 HOURS AGO 
Ithaca 

Brilliant comment this. Very neatly summarised! 
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Recommend 

Report 

Matthew Martin 

3 HOURS AGO 

People of this age group may not have had to fight during the war but they had to grow up 
amongst the ruins - rationing was in effect until 1954, for example, so my Mum grew up in a 
world where food was scarce and certain foods simply unavailable. A great many grew up 
without a father - thanks to the Germans or Japanese; or with a father traumatised by his 
experiences in war and those days nobody knew about PTSD. I don't need to spell out the 


differences in quality of life between that experienced by young people today and that of their 
elders - but let's just say that, given the chance to swap the misery of living now and this apparent 
Eden that the columnist describes I'm confident that very few of the 'snowflake generation' would 
choose a world without Tik Tok. The young have done very well out of the 'bequest' left them by 
the older people of our country - look at how they spend their time: whizzing around the planet 
for next-to-nothing and lecturing the rest of us about 'identity politics' and all the rest of it. It's up 

to them to do something comparable -1 wonder fig they will be up to the task. ...See more 
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Recommend 

Report 

Matthew Andrews 

2 HOURS AGO 
Matthew Martin 

1 hope your bitterness and arrogance keeps you warm and fed. 
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Recommend 

Report 

Show all 2 replies 
Captain Canal 

2 HOURS AGO 
Matthew Martin 

Probably the most anti social and ignorant piece I have read all week. Complacent, entitled and 

arrogant. We don't need people like you sounding off at times like these. 
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Recommend 

Report 

Show all 2 replies 

Graham Lockey 

3 HOURS AGO 

So our young have not been called upon to fight? Have you forgotten your current affairs to focus 
on the past? Iraq, Afghanistan etc. ring any bells? Inheritance taxes and the like strip the national 
asset base and prevent the next generation from building upon that base. The exhorted levying of 
astronomically high fees for aged care only leads to a kettle of profit driven vultures swooping to 
feast at the wake of the most vulnerable, denying the next generation a capital base upon which to 

build their family's future security. 

Reply 


3 

Recommend 

Report 

Reckless Panda 

3 HOURS AGO Edited 

As a youngun as I actually think this is a little unfair (although the point about many papers 
becoming lobbying pamphlets for the interests of the older generations is spot on) What I find 
more interesting is the ferocious reaction below the line to be lumped into a group and called 

selfish. Now you know how us millennials feel. A bit tiresome isn't it! 

Reply 

13 

Recommend 

Report 

Punksta 

3 HOURS AGO 

"Many of the most vociferous deniers of climate change are those who will not be around to 
suffer its consequences." More a question that they are less gullible about what the crooked 

climate science 'profession' that gave us Climateagate is saying. 

Reply 
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Recommend 
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Dominic 

2 HOURS AGO 
Punksta 

Is this meant to be an ironic post? 

Reply 
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Recommend 

Report 

Show all 1 replies 

Stephen Williams 

3 HOURS AGO 

I apologise for being old!.there...does that satisfy yet another grandee who majors on 

divisiveness! 

Reply 

10 

Recommend 

Report 



Gezobel 

3 HOURS AGO 

That's all very well and probably all very true ... However, many of today's young are going to 
inherit the wealth (though now probably a reduced one) created by our much-scorned Baby 
Boomers following the foundations laid by the WWII generations. Already many young enjoy a 
standard of living and travel opportunities (virus notwithstanding) of which the Baby Boomers 
could only have dreamt in their youth. As others have pointed out the Government's extreme 
measures are to try and save the NHS from being unable to cope. It is the Baby Boomer 
generation which will be by far the most adversely affected whether the NHS is able to cope or 

not. ...See more 
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PAUL 

3 HOURS AGO 

Older people are not responsible for this epidemic and it's not up to them to bear the full costs. 
Ludicrous argument. And if that was passion your wife deserves a medal. Cold, cynical and 

hopeless . 
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Recommend 

Report 

Michael Furse 

3 HOURS AGO 
PAUL 

Did you read it? Evidently not. I'm in my fifties,still working, and doing my best to keep a small 
company running. We are fortunate as we can do much of our work from home but it is not easy. 
At present, the cost is being socialised, much as Gordon Brwon socialised the cost of the credit 
crisis. That means that the cost will be borne by future taxpayers. I commend Hastings for 
questioning the wisdom of that. And my 91 year old mother agrees with him, btw. It raises a 
further question - cui bono? The QE that followed the credit crisis kept banks going and was 
targeted very specifically at that sector. They had made many imprudent loans and were 
overextended. The money was used to rebuild their balance sheets and not made available to 
SMEs until much later. My observation of this crisis is that many banks have made imprudent 
loans, in this case, the assets aren't property but rather a whole raft of financial assets, which 
overgeared hedge funds are having to sell wholesale. That hedge fund investors are taking a bath 
is clear, but the banks who have lent the money to allow the hedgies to gear up their 'risk parity' 


bond holdings by 5 times are complicit in their idiotic cupidity, and it bothers me that taxpayers 
the world over are having to pay for what is the greed of their industry, their investors, and the 

banks. 
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Show all 2 replies 
Punksta 

3 HOURS AGO 
PAUL 

And brainless. 

Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

Toti Calling 

3 HOURS AGO 

One of the best articles I have read for a long time about the old. But our age saw poverty when 
we were children which young people of today did not. That makes the difference. If you have 
worked all your life and earn enough pension, you are doing fine. An average family has paid the 
loan for the house, the children are gone and all you have is a lot of time to do what you want. I, 
for one, spend three months in South Africa when it is cold here and enjoy lovely weather there 
near Durban. When I return, the days are longer and flowers are plenty. All we do is have long 
walks in the parks and eat good food. All we need is bad memories! to forget bad things that 

happened in our lives) and good health. 
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Report 

John Grimley, Toronto 

3 HOURS AGO 

Nope. From where I'm looking, Under 30s are most vulnerable to the virus but the old will pay its 

fearsome economic price. 
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Recommend 

Report 

Harbass 

3 HOURS AGO 

As another 'privileged oldie' I think you'll find that there are many oldies who do not enjoy a 
comfortable lifestyle. They face the hard choice of whether to have a meal or to turn the heating 


on. You and I shouldn't be getting a winter fuel allowance or a free BBC licence fee but there are 
many thousands of people who should. Please don't lump everyone into our 'privileged oldie' box. 

I agree that the nation's economic wellbeing is far more important than my remaining years. 

Reply 
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Peter Harrison 

3 HOURS AGO 

The nation is being asked collectively to reduce the quality of everyone’s life, sanction a uptick in 
domestic violence and alcohol related diseases, crash the global economy into the wall for a very 
small percentage of people (due to being over 80+ or underlying health conditions) have a limited 
amount of quality life years left at the best of times. The fact that most people in the world speaks 
a lot to the moral correctness of most of the population. However, older people should recognise 
the sacrifices people are making on their behalf and also recognise that the situation can’t 
continue indefinitely. If there is no vaccine found and there is a second or third wave, restrictions 
can’t be reimposed and solutions will have to be found in much tighter control or risk acceptance 

of death by the vulnerable population- much more so than today 
Reply 
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Michael Powell 

3 HOURS AGO 
Peter Harrison 

I think you slightly miss the point. We’re not being asked, collectively, to save our own skins, but 
that of the NHS. Too many deaths, preceded by intensive care (the key word is “intensive”) will 
overstretch the Service to breaking point. That’s why we’re self isolating, not to prevent our 

becoming ill, but to spread the load over time. 
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Show all 1 replies 

Hobbes 


3 HOURS AGOEditecl 


Wah wah wah! Give us a break you useless drone. Don't judge all of us by the mediocre 
achievements of your useless life, some of us have done plenty for the following generations and 

continue to do so. 
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Recommend 
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Dominic 

2 HOURS AGO 
Hobbes 

Well I feel utterly useless if Max Hastings has only led a mediocre life.... 
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Free Speech Matters 

3 HOURS AGO 
Hobbes 

You demonstrate his point most ably.or was that your intention? 
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Orsen Kaht 

3 HOURS AGO 

What an excellent piece. A broader, wiser and kinder view than so many are offering. 
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Ithaca 

4 HOURS AGO Edited 

There is much in this piece that is so very very wrong, but probably the worst is peddling the 
dangerous myth that this virus is only a danger to the old. Very similar to the nonsensical notion 

that only the elderly voted for Brexit. 
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Ben Ten 


4 HOURS AGO 



As someone mid way between the young and the old I have had time to learn that overcoming 
adversity is one of the most rewarding things you can do in life. Being cavalier with other 
people’s lives is a very slippery slope and would make whatever more prosperous future that 

might give very bitter indeed. The right path is not necessarily the easier one. 
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Jon Quirk 

5 HOURS AGO 

So are you saying that we should just throw all our Oldies at the virus in the hope that this will 
appease the seemingly voracious monster? Or are you just howling, in a PC inspired way, at the 

moon? Oooooooo !!! 
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Michael Lynes 

5 HOURS AGO 

At long last some common sense - well said, brave, thank you. 
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David S 

5 HOURS AGO 

I agree Max Hastings did grow up privileged and he is selfish, son of rich parents, he should go 

away and retire. 
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Tom son 

5 HOURS AGO 

As per Rev Holloway’s book “Waiting for the last bus” - reflections on life and death - some 

people need to accept when it’s time for them to get on that last bus. 
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David Webs 

6 HOURS AGO 

I suspect that many olds agree with you. At age 82,1 couldn't agree more. You have put the 
argument succinctly, and rationally. My earnest hope that your essay gains mileage and is heard 

by many. " When it's time to go, you have gotta go." 
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Recommend 
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karlos 

4 HOURS AGO 
David Webs 

The oldies still have so much to offer, you lived in a time before online and mobile phones and 
have grand children and great grand children to spend time with and show them your unique way 
of looking at the world as a generation. As I explained to a 80+ year old yesterday still 
determined to come to our little shop for a paper daily, it's important she stays at home so that 
when her time comes she is looked after in hospital with great care and eased to her final days 

with family around her not a sad number dumped on a bed to die alone. 
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Phlegethon 

6 HOURS AGO 

Depressing rubbish and PC posturing. Baby boomers: The transistor. The laser. The internet. 
Manned moon landings. Manufacturers to the world. Millennials: Facebook. Twitter. Selfies. 

Selfie sticks. Tattoos. Piercings. TOWIE. 
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Matt Jackson 

4 HOURS AGO 
Phlegethon 

This is an interesting take. By most definitions, baby boomers started being bom in 1946, so that 
certainly makes the inventors of: the laser (1960) the transistor (1947) the Apollo programme 
(started 1961) a precocious bunch. 


Reply 
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eeejjj 

6 HOURS AGO 

What a load of self loathing and flagellation within a bucket of codswallop. Next step is to invite 
the entire generation walk into a Soylent green vat as their only means of contributing to society. 

Seriously need a chill pill. 
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bibblybob 

6 HOURS AGO 

is this a sales pitch for the strategy that got thrown out after two days? 
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Paul Me 

6 HOURS AGO 

Max Hastings- How dare you use the likes of Guy Gibson to justify this depopulation agenda. For 
a man who made a living writing about others heroism and selflessness you should hang your 

head in shame promoting such a disgusting theory. 
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GCK 

6 HOURS AGO 

Agree that MH is as selfish as they come. Self righteous and opinionated . As an Oldie who didn't 
fight in any wars ,couldn't care less about the TV licence/ bus pass or deny climate change etc 

,fed up being demonised by privileged luvvies. 
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Bestbeforedate 


7 HOURS AGO 

Good brave article. Us oldies are constantly demanding more and more. Triple lock pensions, 
keep the pension age low, free bus passes etc. We have enjoyed years of house price growth and 
prosperity. Many had free university education. We avoided wars. Now that we are old medical 
science is keeping us going longer and longer. We get away with it simply because we vote. Let's 
hope AI and robotics can create a viable future for our children and grandchildren. In the 

meantime keep following government guidance on social distancing and we'll get through this. 
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bibblybob 

6 HOURS AGO 
Bestbeforedate 

it's also because you are 'boomers' ie en block it'd be a struggle to out-vote you, and noone can 
win without you, where views are much more homogenous (by being specific to the age-group 

one gets that uninimity) 
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Ian Latham 

7 HOURS AGO 

Bashing the elderly is a curious theme. My English friends post about it. Everyone is doing their 

bit against Covid-19, except the over-70s. How exactly? 
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Ella Bennett 

7 HOURS AGO 

I agree. The narcissism of that generation has been un-checked and extremely detrimental for far 

too long. 
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Jules 

7 HOURS AGO 

Speak for yourself. 

Reply 
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Mr Ali 

7 HOURS AGO 

This is simply cheap and reductive ageism dressed up as an opinion column. I don’t think this 
grand and privileged establishment writer has even the faintest idea about the challenging realities 
of his age contemporaries, many of whom lead extremely active, social and working lives of great 
value and importance. Still, count the virtue-signalling kudos points for thoughtlessly and 
uncritically worshipping youth, and including the empty Blairist guff about how important the 
future is. How about the hear and now, and everyone and every life, young or old, being treated 

the same equal respect. 
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Ben Thomas 

8 HOURS AGO 

As an over 70 I agree wholeheartedly with the article. I do not want the futures of my children 

and grandchildren wrecked just to keep me safe. If I die earlier than anticipated so what. 
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Jules 

5 HOURS AGO 
Ben Thomas 

Some of us haven't added to an already overpopulated world by producing children and 

grandchildren, so if it's okay with you, can we please enjoy a few more years? 
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David Conquest 

8 HOURS AGO 

All rubbish! Those over 70 did have to work hard and scrimp and save to get what today would 
be barely enough to survive, but the point isn't just that. The young today, maybe thanks to we, 
the parents and grandparents, expect as a right everything that modern society has to offer. A 


living wage, accommodation, the means not only to exist but to have what we, the old, might 
consider luxuries; TV, mobile phones, brand new furniture to go in our new house, foreign 
holidays; the list is endless. We, the old, are not selfish. Because we did work hard, did respect 
our responsibilities and tried to make a better world for our offspring, we expect our children to 
have the same values that we inherited from our forebears. That the young haven't these standards 
(indeed, do they really know the meaning of the word) is to be deplored. How to redress this 

imbalance is a mystery to me. Answers on a postcard. 
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Pushkin 

8 HOURS AGO 

This bashing of the elderly is just boring and a tad silly. This article may be written by a very 
privileged old man but most elderly are not especially privileged but have simple worked hard. 
Many have worked hard and are struggling. The elderly who are privileged enough to own their 
own homes etc and have savings and pensions still contribute significantly to the economy and 
their children will inherit wealth which will set them up for life, if indeed, they have not already 
profited from their elders financial thrift. Regarding the planet and the so called environment 
crisis, do not blame the elderly but governments and remember it is the elderly who are recycling 
and doing the most to cut down on waste, indeed, unlike the young, despise the throwaway 
culture which has in a very short space of time caused so much environmental damage. As for the 
present crisis and it’s economic consequences, well, is this not exactly what the young Marxists 
of the Greta, save the planet by destroying capitalism, death cultists wanted? Except rather than 
destroying capitalism perhaps this economic crisis caused by the pandemic, will simply force us 
all to reevaluate how we run society and our economy. Do we need to work from crowded 
offices, do we need to fly around the world on business and take endless weekend breaks 
abroad?, is it wise to be so closely linked economically and with regard to energy with 
authoritarian and cruel regimes. Brexit and this pandemic have reasserted the need for borders 

and for nations to be self sufficient for the basics. ...See more 
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Northshield 

2 HOURS AGO 
Pushkin 


Your premise "we have worked hard" implies that the current generation doesnt. It's just not true. 
The problem is that nowadays hard work just isn't enough to buy a house. A relative used to work 
in London as a secretary in the 60s-70s. She could afford to rent a 3 bedroom apartment in 

Holland Park. 
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Fedora 

6 HOURS AGO 
Pushkin 

You have made some very valid points. Most of us are still working in our 60s. Charities depend 
on the older generation. You are right that the baby boomers and their own parents those of us 
who still have them are prolific recyclers. Fewer of us buy things just to replace something with 
the latest model. Every generation has something to teach us and let’s not forget one of the 10 

commandments is to honour one’s parents. 
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Sane Left 

8 HOURS AGO 

You might be privileged but I left school at the age of 16 in the north of England straight onto the 
dole. Bought my car at 35 and house at 40. Just managed to pay it off after years of careful 
spending and was looking forward in retirement to one or two overseas trips that did not involve 
losing job and travelling back to UK to look after sick relatives. Stop generalising from own 

experience. 
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Northshield 

2 HOURS AGO 
Sane Left 

Edited 

You're missing the perspective. He is talking about a generation not individuals. And from a 

generational perspective he's absolutely right. 
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Ivan Hudecek 

8 HOURS AGO 

Despite hitting the nail on its head - the top comment is in awe of Trump - the very man who 

typifies the selfish "me and only me first" generation Hastings is talking about. 
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Alxm 

8 HOURS AGO 

Agreed with almost everything in this article. I’m 62, with countless pre existing medical 
conditions. If I was a horse, I’d be shot!!! © But I baulked at the perhaps we should tough it out 

argument. Surely, the preservation of life, in all circumstances, should prevail. 
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postscript 

8 HOURS AGO 
Alxm 

The reality is that, if the epidemic continues on its trajectory, then rationalising of ICU resources 
,ie triage of the ill ,will occur. Those who don't want to make a choice as to which lives to 
prioritise ( morally more comfortable) must realise that leaving it to " first in, first served"are 
accepting that, say, a 95 year old may occupy an ICU bed for 4 weeks, before maybe dying 
anyway, and 4 or 6 younger people may die because they can't get 5-7 days in that bed. I would 

give my bed for one of my children; surely the same must apply to other's children? 
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Richard Shaw 

9 HOURS AGO 

Correct. My own personally-devised expendability index, aged 63, is 21 out of 100. Yours Mr 
Hastings, at 74, is I’m afraid only 14. A 93 year old’s is 2. A 22 year old’s without children is 97. 
It is not solely based on age. Factors such as usefulness, niceness, children etc are relevant. But 
anyway, out waning indexes dictate that few tears should be shed if I or Mr Hastings develop a 

bad cough. 
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Frances M 

8 HOURS AGO 
Richard Shaw 

Edited 

Sorry to quibble but the plural of index is indices. 
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Ann-Catherine Morner fromSweden 

9 HOURS AGO 

Very wisely said, Mr Hastings. Thank you. Oh, I am 63, so I count myself "oldish". One of my 

great grandfathers lived to the ripe old age of 62... 
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Garry Phillips 

9 HOURS AGO 

Interesting article by Tom Whipple reflecting that if there is a “ fall in GDP by more than 6.4%, 
more years of life will be lost due to recession than will be gained by beating the virus”. I would 
predict that, eventually, the decision may have to be made to sacrifice some of the vulnerable 
rather than allowing a complete economic collapse. The current strategy is, in part, I suspect with 
one eye on the "well we really did our best, but now..." message that may well come in a couple 
of months’ time. Although, it sticks in the throat to say it, Trump may well be right about 
America being “open for business’ in two weeks” . As someone who is fast approaching the 
finishing line, anyway, it is a risk I would be prepared to take to ensure some sort of future for my 

children. So, Max is really just stating a very sombre truth! 
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paragon 

9 HOURS AGO 

Always really enjoy Max Hasting’s columns - he sees to the heart of the matter and calls a spade 

a spade 
Reply 
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Report 

sv 

9 HOURS AGO 

Bang on. Max’s generation and the Boomers have taken the most and given the least of any 
generation that’s ever lived. We will be poorer paying for their benefits that we and their 
grandchildren will never have. From a generation who heard so much about the sacrifices made 

for them by the generation above it’s not impressive. 
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Redmond 

5 HOURS AGO 
SV 

There was no baby boom in Britain. There was a spike in 1947, followed immediately by a steep 
decline in the birthrate. A continued and elevated birth rate occured in the USA. There were 7.5 
million births in England in the period 1966-75, 7.9 million in 1956-65, 7.3 million in 1946-55 
and 6.4 million in 1936-45. 
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Roger Watt 

8 HOURS AGO 
SV 

Taken the most? Really? Look at what the self and selfie obsessed millennial have today and 
how selfish THEY are in this time of crisis by ignoring the social distancing. Look at the lives we 
had as children in post-war Britain ... we were collecting train numbers and using outside toilets 
whereas nowadays teenagers despair if their mobile isn't the most up to date. I suspect that the 
kids of the millennial generation will be saying the same thing as the millennials are now . . . 
especially as there'll be WAY more of them (the millennials) when they're seniors and they will 
have used up WAY more of the world's resources in pursuing their high tech and non bio¬ 
degradable lifestyles. 
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Show all 3 replies 

GWR Pannier 

9 HOURS AGO 

All I can say is that Max Hastings books in Audible make walking the dog a hell of a lot easier. 

Thanks Max! 
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Mencius 

9 HOURS AGO 

Max Hastings sets up a false premise. It's simply untrue that only the old will die if this epidemic 
is not suppressed. Younger people also use the NHS and will suffer significantly. Leaving aside 
the fact that the virus can attack people of all ages, there are the massive knock-on effects due to 
cancelled or delayed treatment if we let this virus rip through the population. In any case, what 

kind of society would we be if we opted to kill off our elderly folk? 
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Minority Man 

9 HOURS AGO 

State benefits today are vastly better than what my parents received. 
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David Selley 

9 HOURS AGO 

Good points, but it should never be the job of government to benefit one age group over another 
when it comes to protecting life. I agree that the young generally have big economic 
disadvantages compared to their parents, at least until their parents die and they inherit the spoils. 
I am over 80, but do remember that the first time we had to renew our mortgage it was at 21% per 

annum. 
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Will Wearden 

9 HOURS AGO 
David Selley 


But 21% of a much smaller value, even accounting for wage inflation. I hesitate to point this out, 
as I feel your general gist is sympathetic to (us) younger people. You point out that, eventually, 
younger people might inherit the accumulated surpluses of the old. This is true, but it is unlikely 
to be wholly recovered, nor equitably, and certainly not equally. There are many poor 
grandparents out there, and their offspring will not inherit much. The rarefaction of wealth will 

only be entrenched by selective transferral of vast sums by the richest older people. 
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HighRisk Mouse 

9 HOURS AGO 

We should have had this conversation before the pandemic, or leave it until afterwards so that 
we're ready for next time. Medical staff are putting in a huge effort to save each and every life 
where resources allow, and here you are, pompous armchair philosophers wondering aloud 
whether their effort is worth the anticipated drop in living standards. Do you not realise how 
demoralising this is for people who are giving everything. Support them now, be grateful that 

they value every life, and discuss the finer points of generational equity afterwards. 
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Y Quinn 

9 HOURS AGO 

Totally agree with this article. We seem to have a problem with death in our society. 
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DrGB 

8 HOURS AGO 

Y Quinn 

A problem with death spans all societies. 
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N Marsh 

9 HOURS AGO Edited 

No doubt I am missing something here, as usual. It is very obviously true that the pandemic, or at 
least the action taken to counter its effects, has had an appalling effect on the economy, the 


world’s, not just our own. But as I understand it if we did nothing, or very little, and just allowed 
everyone to go to work and businesses to continue as usual, the number of people who would die 
could be very large indeed - far larger than the number who have died in China and and Italy. 

And although people of my age and older are the most vulnerable the numbers would inevitably 
include very many among other generations. Further, by particularly shielding my generation, the 
Government aims to take pressure off the health service and allow it to treat people of all age 
groups. All this has been repeatedly explained with crystal clarity by the Prime Minister and 

others. 
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Ulysses9 

10 HOURS AGO Edited 

He makes a very valid point - but there seems to be huge peer pressure among governments 
globally to be seen to take the lockdown approach, so the alternatives are not being considered or 
debated. If you wished to avoid a lockdown, you would either sacrifice the NHS for many 
months, accepting that many of its staff would become ill and some would die, or else try to 
protect the NHS by sacrificing the frail elderly - have a strict cutoff for referral of likely COVID 
cases to hospital, based on simple age or frailty. This might be hard to sell to the public, 
especially when many nursing homes (often prompted by their families) are already unwilling to 
let frail elderly patients die in their care, but insist on calling ambulances so the patients can 
spend their last days or weeks in acute hospitals. I would also like to know if the detailed 
computer modelling that underpins government policy also factors in the economic and social and 
psychological impact of lockdown, and impact of this in turn on people's mental and physical 

health. 
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Csp 

10 HOURS AGO 

Bit of luck Max you did not mention that pensioners have just received a 4% pay rise thanks to 

the triple lock. 
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Frances 


10 HOURS AGO 

Very very true - the young deserve to have some of the chances we have had, at the least. 

Crippling the economy to save the lives of mostly those of us over 60 is cruel and absurd. 
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DrGB 

8 HOURS AGO 
Frances 

The NHS is looking for volunteers. You’re under 70 so they may accept you. You won’t get any 
PPE but you will be remembered for sacrificing yourself for the economy. Or rather you won’t 

but you can die believing that. 
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Fedora 

10 HOURS AGO 
Frances 

Might be right if only the elderly were getting seriously ill unfortunately that’s not the case. 
Protecting the economy at the expense of people dying of whatever age group is indefensible 

particularly when it involves young lives as tragically has already occurred 
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Show all 2 replies 

Tony Killeen 

10 HOURS AGO 

I am about to transition from keeping a younger person out of a job to becoming a liability, but I 
disagree only on one point. Free bus travel for the elderly should never be means tested. It keeps 
services going that would fold, it will have a marginal benefit on air quality, and it will stop a few 
people from thinking they have no alternative to driving, despite being slower in reactions and 
with less acute eyesight. The others can go. The TV licence row shows how hard it is to remove a 
perk, especially from those who are likely to vote. 
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Kurtz 


10 HOURS AGO 


There's a huge philosophical argument here. Poverty and austerity also costs lives, far more than 
we'd initially think. The utilitarian argument would be that the good of the many is worth the loss 
to (or of) the few. It's almost counterintuitive that a culture which follows utilitarian principles 
then financially penalises the fit and healthy who would survive the virus, and throws all its 
resources at saving the comparatively few weak, unfit, unhealthy and vulnerable. But that's what 
we're doing, along with the rest of Europe. Maybe Trump is right in wanting the US back to work 
asap, although I'm not necessarily saying he is. Many years ago I came to the rescue of an elderly 
neighbour, who thanked me for saving their life. It was an exaggeration, but I recall thinking that 
it was simply a postponement of death rather than saving a life that was all but gone anyway. I'm 
now a heck of a lot closer to my own demise than I was then, but I sort of agree with you Max. 

We could be taking this too far and for the wrong reasons. 
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Michael Kinney 

10 HOURS AGO 
Kurtz 

Edited 

I agree with Max and Kurtz but would go further. The young are already burdened with the huge 
national debts and government entitlement/benefit programs. This burden can be called a 
generational transfer of wealth from the young to the old. Stopping the economy to save the old 
and sick at the expense of the young is just taking the piss. If the economy collapses and a 
depression ensues, do not be surprised by the rise in the amount of support for euthanasia of the 
old and affirmed and in more extreme political ideologies. The arrogance of the politicians to 
think that they can voluntarily stop an economy and then simply start it again once the virus 
calms down do not understand the basics of economics. Domino effects, psychology, confidence 
are very difficult to manage in the best of times - totally uncontrollable in bad times. I fear that 
this group of politicians will be considered some of the biggest villians in human history. BTW - 

I am pushing 60. ...See more 
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BRUCE KLEINSCHMIDT 


10 HOURS AGO 


I know this will provoke much wrath, but my mother is nearly 95. She has already had 
pneumonia once this year. She has advanced Parkinson's and has nearly choked to death three 
times since Feb. 13th. We put her on palliative care as she has rejected a feeding tube. We've 
been paying a six figure amount for over six years now for her care. She has expressed to me her 
own shock at how long it is taking her to die after the episode on Feb. 13th. Mercifully, she is not 
in any pain. Her nursing home has been quarantined for two weeks so I have been able to see her 
twice via technology (her room faced an enclosed courtyard). We talk more often by phone but 
she cannot figure out how to make a call out. But she is definitely never going to improve, indeed 
weighs less than her age. I wrestle with this constantly. I'm 67 and I have made it very clear to my 
own children what I consider an objective quality of life for myself. Both of my parents did have 
a good quality of life until they reached 88. Dad died at 91, mom will be 95 in July. I have 
essentially put my life on hold for seven years to take care of my parents (I kept dad at home, 
mom went blind in one eye and I could no longer care for them both). I just cannot bear that my 
children spend so many years as I have. Please don't hate me for being honest however the long 
term stress of this situation has given me heart conditions. Someone asked me how I was recently 
and I said it feels like a vacation because before I was spending four plus hours a day at the 
nursing home. I don't have any answers, but I can tell you that being a care giver is unlike 

anything I've ever done. Mentally exhausting. Thanks in advance for not crucifying me. 
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6 HOURS AGO 
BRUCE KLEINS CHMIDT 

Edited 

Am with you, mate. I've spent the last 15 years of my life travelling back & forth abroad to care 
first for one parent as he descended into all the health problems, Alzheimer's etc. and then the 
other parent. Nothing worries me more than putting my children through what my parents put me. 
All I can suggest is that you join, like me, the assisted suicide groups & actively fight for the right 

to a dignified death at the time of your choice, after you feel you've passed your Best Before date. 
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HighRisk Mouse 

10 HOURS AGO 


BRUCE KLEINS CHMIDT 

Best wishes to you Bruce. I hope that when your mother does pass away you will have many 

enjoyable years with your children. 
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8031 

10 HOURS AGO 

Wow, an article by Max Hastings where he isn’t having another incessant moan about the navy’s 
aircraft earners or the nuclear deterrent, now it’s about those likely to require hospital treatment 

as a result of Coronavirus. 
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SixG 

10 HOURS AGO 

I disagree MH. You base your argument on older people who are according to you, selfish with a 
strong sense of entitlement. You move in different circles to me. The overwhelming majority of 
my contemporaries - all old - are concerned about the welfare of the younger generations and 
what the future may bring to them. They are unimpressed by the political bribes given to the old 
to buy their loyalty. They laugh at the antics of the young only because it reminds them of their 

youth. 
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Ironworks 

10 HOURS AGO 
SixG 

There are mixture but in my experience more falling into the camp that Max writes about. 
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Luke Hansard 

10 HOURS AGO 

Why cant the economy continue with the old and sick quarantined 
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Fedora 

10 HOURS AGO 
Luke Hansard 

Virus doesn’t ask you how old you are and it has serious effects on many young people and some 

have even died 
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John Brady 

10 HOURS AGO 

Well said. 
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jon simcox 

10 HOURS AGO 

A lot of people here seem to think there is a horizontal line on the age graph vs death from covid. 
not so, in the UK we have 100000s of unfit, overweight, smokers,drinkers,weed smokers, all with 
‘underlying symptoms’ taken to its limits Max’s comments start to run in to the don’t help the fat, 

or smokers or what about the stupid, feckless, not to mention the poor. 
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Frances 

10 HOURS AGO 
jon simcox 

There surely has to be a limit to what should be done to save the lives of a minority of the 
population - the 'worst case' scenarios seem to be around half a million deaths. Whoever falls into 
that half million - and granted, they won't all be in their 70s and 80s - it is still a small portion of 
the overall population. Everyone who survives will be living with the effects for years, possibly 
decades - and it is the currently young, fit and healthy who will be bearing the weight of that for 
longest. 


Reply 


1 

Recommend 

Report 

EknowsUknow 

10 HOURS AGO 

Totally agree. Our strategy for dealing with this plague is sheer madness. 
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DrGB 

10 HOURS AGO 
EknowsUknow 

And what is your solution, oh wise one. 
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8031 

10 HOURS AGO 
EknowsUknow 

And yet 93% of us approve of it. 
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AG123 

10 HOURS AGO 

One good thing might come out of this for the young. My guess is that house prices are going to 

fall by 50%. At least my children should then be able to afford to buy themselves a home! 
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Dastardly 

10 HOURS AGO 
AG 123 

If they have a job. 

Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

BFP 

10 HOURS AGO 
AG 123 


Probably not. Absolute worse case scenario is 70k deaths. Still not a huge number of houses 
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JBy 

10 HOURS AGO 

Hastings is just another of the depopulation crackpots.Not for him though obviously. 
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46watt 

10 HOURS AGO 
JBy 

He may well be, but nothing in this particular article could lead you to that conclusion 
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David Clancy 

10 HOURS AGO 

In Italy, ventilators are rationed in favour of the young as will soon be the case in the UK. The 
point of the shut down is to buy time so that that rationing does not start excluding the young 
versus the even younger. Hopefully the total shut down will be 3 months, as in China, where a V- 
shaped recovery is now expected. The economy will recover. The intervening time was used in 
China and should used be in the UK to build resilience in the NHS to deal with the pandemic on a 
massive scale, whilst we await treatments and a vaccine. All of which is practical because 
whether young or old we each love the other and do not want them to die on a massive scale. The 
young have benefited from the success and wealth of the baby boomers: record employment, 
record income, more leisure, more holidays, more nights out...the list is endless. Yes the climate 
is a multi-generational issue which the generations alive today are trying to tackle without 
destroying the jobs of the young. Yes property prices are too high, yes we should ration UK 
property ownership in favour of those who will occupy them: its a tweak old versus young, not a 
war. Every family has young and old in it and trys to balance the interests of the two where there 

is conflict. 
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Eng Cricket 

10 HOURS AGO 
David Clancy 

Yes of course. I like the idea of constructing the redundancy in the system and a V shape 
recovery. The risk with this approach is a W shape, with further downturns until such time a 
vaccine is available. I'm comfortable with the approach being taken, but I think we should at least 

have discussed "the price we are prepared to pay" before we took the decision to pay it. 
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11 HOURS AGO 

I think the people calling for isolation of the old are missing the critical point. This would 
probably be worth considering - if it might work. But the modelling work shows that mitigation, 
even including isolation of the over 70s and school closures is not even close to enough to reduce 
the peak to a point where the health service will not collapse. In the short term we do not have a 
choice of policy. If the lockdown is successful, it may be reasonable to relax restrictions for the 

young earlier. 
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John Nixon 

II HOURS AGO 

It is a classic moral maze. There is no right or wrong, but many different views. I am 68 with 
underlying health issues, but fit and very active. But I don't believe the economy can bear the cost 
of our current strategy. I think Max is right, and it should be up to me to self isolate if I want to 

avoid the virus. Hopefully 99% of the population will get it and recover. 
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Eng Cricket 

10 HOURS AGO 
John Nixon 


I agree. I'm reasonably comfortable with the decision that has been taken, but I find it frustrating 

that people don't seem to acknowledge that it is a moral maze. 
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Kevin O'Sullivan 

II HOURS AGO 

I have great regard for a lot of Max's views but the present article reminds me of the sages who 
predicted that London would sink beneath the volumes of horse manure in the Victorian era. 
Man's inventiveness saw to it that the worst was avoided then and, doubtless, the present younger 
generation will find solutions to our future problems. As regards economics, families are getting 
smaller and their inheritances will be correspondingly greater in future albeit somewhat delayed 
due to better health care. This is no time for blaming any sector of society, young or old. We're all 

in it together. 
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Johannes Calvinus 

9 HOURS AGO 
Kevin O'Sullivan 

Thank you Kevin for your post. 
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Edward 

II HOURS AGO 
Kevin O'Sullivan 

I think you’re missing the thrust of the article: the decision to bankrupt the country should not be 

considered an obvious and inevitable one, for the little good it might achieve. 
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cecile 


11 HOURS AGO 


//If the price is that we remain isolated for a period even after the rest of society resumes 
socialising, so be it// No problem at all with that - if we more vulnerable folk have to keep out of 
the way for 18 months while we wait for a vaccine it's a small price to pay to ensure our health 
service is not overwhelmed in the meanwhile. Our parents and grandparents mostly endured far 

greater hardships - to date we have been lucky. 
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N Dorban 

10 HOURS AGO 
cecile 

Personally, I wouldn’t like to wait for 18 months to see my mother again. She’s 98 and may not 

be here in 18 months. She’s only expecting it to last a few weeks, bless her! 
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Paul Me 

11 HOURS AGO 

'If you tolerate this - then your children will be next'. 
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Dav 

11 HOURS AGO 

Sounds like Max is endorsing Mr Trump’s desire to tilt policy in favour of the economy. He 

should give credit where it’s due. 
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Peter Humphreys 

11 HOURS AGO Edited 

The author is incorrect in his conclusions. The colossal cost of the government's actions stem 
mostly from having to deal with all aspects of the crisis: not just medical matters, but the 
enormous amount of money needed to pay workers who can no longer go and do their jobs. 
Furthermore, to be callous, the government has more important priorities than keeping the old 


alive at all costs. If an old person dies (I'm 66, by the way, so I am one), relatives and a spouse or 
partner may grieve, but if wage-earners with young children are lost, then the cost to society is far 
greater. Put simply, there are no "right" people to sacrifice. In practice, more old people will go, 
because they are more frail, and that's fair enough. We do have to recognise that, at times, we as a 
society regard certain people as "more important". Thus a great deal of research has meant that 
childhood cancers are now far more survivable than they used to be, whereas (for example) adult 
leukaemia is still a killer for many. The advances in breast cancer treatment have helped many 
women to survive whereas previously they would have been lost, and prostate cancer, in turn, is 
receiving more funding. We can't ever have enough money to keep everyone alive. The appeals 
to look after the old, and the vulnerable (who, of course, can be any age), are understandable. I 
don't think that this means that we are forcing the young to suffer more. We're all in this together, 

after all. 
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flintstone 

11 HOURS AGO 

There is much sense in this article but I do believe while it emphasises the selfishness of old 
people, it fails to acknowledge another equally important human trait - compassion. Our 
civilisation is measured by our compassion for the young, old and less fortunate. And long may 
this continue because a society basing its decisions on the relative “value” left in a person would 

be a chilling prospect. 
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Eng Cricket 

11 HOURS AGO 
flintstone 

We make these decisions all the time. I'm comfortable with the approach that is being taken. Had 

we known that collapsing the economy was democratically acceptable to save this many life 

years, I think we could have come up with so many better and long term options, e.g: Air Quality 

improvements Research funding for resistance to antibiotics! road safety public transport ...See 

more 

Reply 


1 


Recommend 


Report 

Show all 1 replies 

Barry from Barry 

11 HOURS AGO 

I agree to a point,you're 74 years old,yes you're going to die pretty soon. How though can a Prime 
Minister, or a responsible democratic government go a long with that? I have have a 77 year old 
mum who I have to care for twice a day,there are no social services involved because I should 
and do it myself. I have considered,as I am her only visitor,if she gets the virus (and it could only 
be from me) she is most likely going to die. Would I feel guilty? Yes of course I would,but only 
to a certain extent,as I know left to her own devices it would have happened some time ago. 

Also,it seems the older generation are the only ones taking the situation seriously (up until 
yesterday's announcement),not simply because they know they are more vulnerable but because 

they have experienced more and know this is serious stuff. 
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Gasman 

II HOURS AGO Edited 

Utterly simplistic, Max. There's not just the elderly. There's thousands at increased risk who are 
good going taxpayers. Like my builder who is coming tomorrow to fix a leaking pipe that won't 
wait - he had lymphoma last year. Or there's the young man who just avoided intubation on our 
unit. All he had was mild asthma. I have a lot of respect for you, but leave this one to the experts. 

Please. 
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Alex James 

11 HOURS AGO 

Gasman 

Edited 

Knowingly encouraging a person at risk to travel during the lockdown to fix your pipe is reckless. 

It's people like you who are contributing to the number of rising deaths. 
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Anon 

11 HOURS AGO 

This is a truly exceptional article. One can’t help but think your knowledge of history has made 

you realise how good a primary source this article will be. 
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Paul Me 

11 HOURS AGO 
Anon 

You know exactly what his motives are. 

Reply 

Recommend 

Report 

Allan Plaskett 

11 HOURS AGO 
Anon 

What? Primary source? What are you on about? Have you any idea yourself? 
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Csp 

11 HOURS AGO 

Very brave Max. But spot on. At 72 I am embarrassed by my generation. Enough is never 

enough. We are a disgrace. 
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Dav 

11 HOURS AGO 
Csp 

Speak for yourself. 
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pyreneanmountaindog 

11 HOURS AGO 

When I, same age as Max, was young, I was open-minded and biddable; probably also rather too 
deferential. Today's young brood appear relatively arrogant, fortified by the "facts" they alone 
have read on the internet which validate their arguments. The current crisis will jolt them badly 

but they will get over it. 
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11 HOURS AGO Edited 

I’m largely in agreement with the sentiment expressed here, however I’m not entirely sure this is 
entirely about limiting fatalities amongst the elderly. I suspect if we did nothing and this virus 
was allowed to tear through us then even if the elderly and frail were in complete lockdown, the 
number of cases requiring hospitalisation amongst the healthy under 60s would still completely 
overwhelm the NHS. We’d have 30-40 year old parents of young children dying in hospital 
corridors. The Chinese state isn’t exactly renowned for its reverence for human life and it went 

into complete lockdown and tanked its economy in the process. That should tell you something. 
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deepbluesee 

11 HOURS AGO 

I agree with much of the article. The young are their own worst enemies though as they take no 
interest. I am worried about the economic fall out, but I'm sure you do not want hundreds of 

people laying in corridors having a ghastly death Max. 
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Last Publican 

II HOURS AGO 

After you at Beachy Head, Max. 
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Stitson 

12 HOURS AGO 

1 am a baby boomer and I can see that there are plenty of privileged young people who have it 
easier than their parents did. The Yummy Mummies and all the other hordes of young people 
drinking Prosecco in the cafes seem to have a good time and plenty of time. Whereas my 
generation were conscripted to fight in Vietnam where plenty died or had long lasting health 
effects. The ease and cheapness of travel today (at least, until the last few weeks) was impossible 
even in the 60s and 70s. The interest rate on mortgages in the 1980s was 13% for us. Many 
diseases, terrible even in the 1980s have been solved. My parents’ lives were ruined by ulcers and 
Menieres disease, both now easily treated. As a child I had rheumatic fever and nearly died, a 
disease almost unknown today. There have always been underprivileged people and a very 
privileged lot as well who have easy lives, and plenty of young people today, cosseted all their 

lives, are in the latter category. 
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cecile 

11 HOURS AGO 

If corona is the 'Chinese virus' then I suppose you'd call a spade a spade and refer to the contagion 
that engulfed the world in 1918 as the 'American flu', originating as it did in the midwest of the 

United States. 
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8031 

10 HOURS AGO 
cecile 

Who cares what a hundred year old flu is to be called, we have enough to worry about with this 

one, which most scientists agree originated in the live animal markets in China. 
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11 HOURS AGO 
cecile 

Fine with me, and am sure the Americans wouldn't mind. I haven't heard the Japanese kick up a 
fuss about Japanese encephalitis or the Congolese about Ebola (a river in the Congo). What's 


bugging the Chinese about it being called Chinese virus? It came from their disgusting wet 
market (see youtube 'Why New Diseases keep Appearing in China' by vox). If the vims doesn't 

kill us, political correctness will. 
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Paul Me 

12 HOURS AGO Edited 

Max Hastings has caused much anxiety to vulnerable folk in their darkest hours by writing such 

divisive de-pop copy. Thanks Max -1 hope the HM Queen and Prince Philip read your rant. 
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Graeme Watt 

12 HOURS AGO 
Paul Me 

Really? How? 
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D Macintyre 

12 HOURS AGO 

Excellent argument. It should be required reading. 
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Simon 

12 HOURS AGO 

Mr Hastings leaves out the most selfish thing the elder generation has done: voting to leave the 

EU. 
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11 HOURS AGO 
Simon 


It’s crystal clear that this this underlies the whole article by this insufferable snob. 
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deepbluesee 

12 HOURS AGO 
Simon 

What a stupid statement. I suppose we Leavers do not care about our children's and 

grandchildrens' futures? 
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Anthony Morris 

12 HOURS AGO 

The old are monumentally selfish yes . However there’s one reason above all else that they are 
selfish . Because they are people . People are very selfish . Almost all people are . Anyone who 

thi nk s they aren’t is almost certainly ignoring much of the evidence. 
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8031 

10 HOURS AGO 

You’d better hope he isn’t, because he may decide you’ve slandered him with that description, 

and do something about it. 
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Iphigenia 

12 HOURS AGO 

As an older person, I think he's right. But I want to live. However, if it's me or my children, it's 

me. 
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11 HOURS AGO 
Iphigenia 

You that lives? Or, you that dies? 

Reply 

2 

Recommend 

Report 

lizzied5 

12 HOURS AGO 

Great article although I don't think there is much else that can be done in this crisis (although 
enforced self isolation for the over 70s as well as those 1.5m with underlying health conditions 
sounds reasonable). I just hope when all this is over it won't all be paid for by young people - 
benefits and pension triple locking for wealthier pensioners etc will have to be looked at and 
many older people, like Max, are questioning this themselves. Of course people's individual 
circumstances will differ and many old are poor, but the societal shift of wealth towards older 

people as a whole is indisputable and unsustainable for future generations. 
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Euan Gray 

12 HOURS AGO 
lizzied5 

If you reduce the income and wealth of the old the young will complain loudly that you’ve just 

stolen the inheritance that would mean they could have an easy life. 
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Borisbluffer 

12 HOURS AGO 

totally agree 
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12 HOURS AGO 


White, male and privileged he is but in his lifetime I suspect Mr. Hastings paid a huge whack of 
taxes which helped support many less fortunate. On the issue he's raised, I (age 69) share his 
concern about the astronomic economic cost that is being incurred and that we're bequeathing to 
younger generations. I vote that we limit the social isolation period to 10-12 weeks and then let 
the chips fall as they may. The concept of 9-12 months is economically and socially 

catastrophic...a cure worse than the disease. 
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Vicious Hippo 

11 HOURS AGO 
Torontoguy 

i agree with that sentiment. We all give it our best shot for a couple of months. That is already 
placing a huge strain on the poorer among the population, often self employed doing simple jobs, 
and often trying to raise children, and now even having to school 2 or 3 of them in a small flat in 
a tower block. That’s as much as you can ask for. Then what will be, will be. In any case, if you 
don’t get the nation back to work, there will be fewer taxes to pay for healthcare next year, and 
that will just mean more deaths then. Just not corona ones perhaps, so less visible, but still real 
people who will die because we couldn’t afford the care they needed, because we spent it all on 

corona. 
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jh 

12 HOURS AGO 

There are one or two good points in this: pensions for the wealthier do need looking at; we live 
longer and they are not sustainable, especially when the wealthier have accrued assets. I do think 
though, at this time, when the elderly will be feeling particularly vulnerable (due to coronovirus) 
that they should not be attacked by an eminent person in a newspaper that many of them will be 
reading. It's granny bashing, isn't it? Never mind the social care situation in which many of them 
are made to feel like some kind of social burden. Oh, and they're blamed for Brexit too. This 
article is unkind and unfair. I bet Mr Hastings would not be so free and easy in castigating groups 
from ethnic minorities and yet he feels it is Ok to blame older people for all social ills. As for 
Matthew Parris - he is rather bonkers so I'm unsure as to whether his support makes an argument 
more credible. 
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46watt 

12 HOURS AGO 
jh 

Have another read. Most of the points you raise are not part of the article. 
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Pebble 

12 HOURS AGO 

Bang on the money Mr Hastings. Young entrepreneurial adults having their work dry up in a 
heartbeat, in the creative industries they were told were the future. Teenage students losing what 
looks like a year of educational progression. 30-somethings who entered the workforce during the 
Great Recession now facing something possibly signifcantly worse. And no, it wasn't self- 
inflicted because of avocado on toast. A civil society should ensure the longevity and quality of 
life of it's citizenry, regardless of age cohort. But that does not preclude a debate about the 
economic effects vs saving lives. In my opinion actively shutting down - en masse - profitable 
businesses that employ people and contribute positively to tax revenue is no way to run a country. 
People say 'stay home' and 'protect our NHS workers' - of course - but remember without tax 

revenue from business output you ain't got no publicly funded healthcare. 
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Pete 

12 HOURS AGO 

One of the ironies is that the Chancellor is so young. 
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Walter 


12 HOURS AGO 


Max Hastings has sterotyped the older generations. He basically thinks we've all had a privileged, 
sheltered and prosperous life. There may not have been world wars, but there have been many 
wars since 1945, and many of our generations have served. The majority of us have not had a 
tertiary education or a profession. Many of us have come from the opposite of comfort and have 
had to struggle and work in places people would not rather be. Now in retirement with some 
accrued savings, we are labeled selfish. Bec6we lived too long and expect some comfort? Pull 
your head in Hastings. Maybe we you're simply expressing your own guilt for the life of privilege 
lived. This kind of expression seeks to justify the elimination of people as they attain a yet to be 

determined age. 
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46watt 

12 HOURS AGO 
Walter 

Edited 

I really cannot understand your reading of history. Of course some of us had an easier time than 
others. That is the case with every generation. But overall, those of us born at the end of WW2 
have had an extraordinarily fortunate existence compared to what went before, and what will 

follow. 
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#themoralarch 

12 HOURS AGO 
Walter 

absolutely correct. Max’s article is written from a disturbingly Eurocentric, white and wealthy 
vantage point. So long as HIS children’s future is secure.well, everyone else should quietly 

shuffle off their mortal coil, eh Max? © 
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Moose 


12 HOURS AGO 



Max is too polite to mention that many in the older generation voted Brexit, which damages the 

futures of young Brits (as well as impeding an effective response to the coronavirus pandemic). 
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#themoralarch 

12 HOURS AGO 
Moose 

I’m under 40; I voted remain. I don’t wish death on the Brexit voting older generation. Good 

grief. What has the human race become. 
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Pete 

12 HOURS AGO 
Moose 

In your opinion. Hastings is not too polite but wise enough not to present opinion as fact. 
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Paul Me 

12 HOURS AGO Edited 

De - pop Max gets down with the kids. "Things they do look awful cold... Hope I die before I get 

old". 
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46watt 

12 HOURS AGO 
Paul Me 

When we sang that we were thinking 40, 50 tops. 
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Jim Carner 

12 HOURS AGO 

This article worries me on several levels but mostly because, at 72,1 do not recognise his 
description of me or my views or priorities. 
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Richard Robinson 

12 HOURS AGO 

There is a bigger game alluded to. Max Hastings brilliant article concerning the need for the old 
to give way to the young could only have been written by one of our greatest contemporary 
historians. But the future can never be foretold. No river ever is forded twice. The old can never 
give up on their responsibilities towards the young so easily. And inadvertently encouraging 
senecide in any form will anyway legally only land up in a second Nuremburg trial. The silver 
haired will be called upon imminently to pool their life knowledge in a way not seen since 1940. 
There is a long-term issue at stake for the UK's 66m population which outweighs either 0.01% 

virus fatalities or even 2% fatalities. ...See more 
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Nell 

12 HOURS AGO 

Bravo, Professor Hastings. Here in the US the damage to the young will be even worse because 
here if you lose your job you're probably also losing your health insurance. And why do our 
health care professionals seem utterly panic stricken about making the hard decisions that will 
have to be made about whose life to save? I just heard a doctor interviewed who said she would 
refuse to make a choice between saving a young person with a lot of life left or saving an old 
person with very little life left: she would just treat whoever was "first in line". That's not ethical 

or inspiring to me, it's depressing and thoughtless. 
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A Dent 

11 HOURS AGO 
Nell 

But why should she have to make that choice? Can you imagine how mentally disturbing that can 

be?- How the memory of it could well give her sleepless nights for years to come . 
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Phil N 

12 HOURS AGO 

Every day we are told how many died OF the virus, not with. We are not told ages and other 
complications. The press carry a lot of the blame. They all want to make a scandal of the 

politicians doing too little too late. Thanks for this piece 
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46watt 

12 HOURS AGO 

I entirely agree with the basic thrust of the argument but there's no way any western politician 

would accept the deaths of 200,000 over-seventies as their political legacy. 
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Rafaista 

12 HOURS AGO 
46 watt 

Edited 

The model projection that will never be proved 
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#themoralarch 

12 HOURS AGO 

I had a glance at google. Max Hastings: £40,000 per year boarding school. Oxford educated. 
Distinguished career. Knighthood. With his background and distinguished upbringing, he is not 

really qualified to speak on behalf of everyone over a certain age. 
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Pete 


12 HOURS AGO 


#themoralarch 

Edited 

He's as qualified as anyone else. Your irrelevant ad hom does not lessen his argument. How 

boring to play the man not the ball! 
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Paul Me 

12 HOURS AGO 
#themoralarch 

He is pushing the de-pop agenda - what a sad end to his distinguished career. 
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D Russell 

13 HOURS AGO 

Life is not just about money. 
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Rafaista 

12 HOURS AGO 
D Russell 

Cos you are not paying for it 
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Eng Cricket 

13 HOURS AGO 

Really good article. The estimated Benefit Cost Ratio (BCR) for the measures being implemented 
in NZ is approximately 0.03, using the same Quality Adjusted Life Year value that is used when 
evaluating road safety improvements... I don't disagree with the approach being taken, but the 

price being paid is off the scale. 
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S Frodsham 


13 HOURS AGO 

What if you worked out that each extra year of life saved cost 100 milllion and an extra million 

people died sooner , much later on ? Still worth it? 
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Softwinger 

13 HOURS AGO 

A truly brilliant article by a brilliant author. 

Reply 

5 

Recommend 

Report 

Pete 

12 HOURS AGO 
Softwinger 

Max, is that you again? 
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Ian Busby 

13 HOURS AGO 

Well said. Spot on. The economy is crashing so quickly now, that the current cohort of elderly 
and frail people are going to feel the most pain. Cancer treatment cancelled in favour of CV19? 
Outrageous. Everyone has an equal right to life. If you haven’t got CV19 you are one of the 
forgotten. 1,500 people died in the U.K. today and they shouldn’t slip our memories in favour of 

the 80 who died from CV19. 
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Feepsfeeps 

10 HOURS AGO 
Ian Busby 

The current cohort are not going to feel the pain. The Health Service will see them and treat them 
& the service will shape around Covid / non Covid. But in the medium term this extraordinary 
cost will be paid for and if it will in the form of higher taxes for many years, likely decades. And 
for a future financial or medical crisis, the ability to flex into borrowing will be gone. One of the 
outcomes might be the contrast of public sector workers being off for months on full pay being 


contrasted with private sector employees getting nothing or next to nothing. Who is going to start 
up companies, pay taxes & be left to hang by a business unfriendly govt of the right, never mind 
the left. Business has been demonised & now fully shafted. This won’t be over in 3 months and 
Govt knows that. If Govt tells you to close, the Govt should pay for what the business lost. 
Otherwise the decision is too easy to make. Where is the jeopardy. If teachers don’t go to work, 

there isn’t a scheme they have to apply for is there. Or train drivers. 
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Emily Slee 

13 HOURS AGO 

I know one person - fit and healthy - who has overcome coronavirus. I know three that have 
either lost their jobs or have been given a pay cut. My father makes a living running events and 
can no longer help to fund my sister’s medical degree (it’s a private course.) We’ve only been on 

lockdown for one day. What more is there to come? 
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JohnY 

12 HOURS AGO 
Emily Slee 

Yes, for once Trump is saying the truth. The world governments have gone mad. All in 70 days. 
Quite remarkable and surreal. I speak as a 60 year old with a 21 and 26 year children. Under 40s 

are going to wonder what the hell went on. 
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13 HOURS AGO 

I often disagree with Max Hastings but this is a timely and seriously needed article - that will be 
ignored in the shock and awe of defeating the coronavirus. Two glaring examples of how the 
young are being discriminated against in the rush of policy announcements and trillions being 
thrown around to bail out the economy is how current students are being left to pay rent on their 
student accommodation and also to pay their course fees plus interest at 5.4% while they receive 
literally nothing in return as universities close. Add to that the totally necessary cancellation of A 
levels and GCSEs without even the slightest thought about how those pupils will show their 


academic ability in a fair way. We were promised that we would be told in the next few days. My 
sons' school still has no idea. The young who are on the cusp of adulthood have been thrown to 

the wolves. 
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David Withers 

12 HOURS AGO 
John Bower 

Edited 

I am sure your son will overcome this temporary and v regrettable setback to his career, just as I 
did with mine at his age. It was called National Service. It lasted two years, was compulsory, 
involved months of arduous infantry training followed by months spent in a hostile foreign land. 
For most of which time I was paid 15 
these columns. Consider yourself and 

silly, hyperbolic nonsense ! 
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13 HOURS AGO 

Pessimism does not become you. 
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JBy 

13 HOURS AGO 

We need a cull on privileged historians. 
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Pete 

12 HOURS AGO 
JBy 

Edited 


shillings a week Enough of your repeated whingeing in 
your son lucky, Mr Bower. "Thrown to the wolves". What 


We need a cull on people who use people's backgrounds to attempt to silence them or nullify their 
opinions. As soon as the word, "privileged" comes out of your mouth or off your keyboard, you 

have lost the argument. 
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#themoralarch 

13 HOURS AGOEdited 

Spoken from a place of true wealthy, white, male privilege Max. Some of the older generation 
endured terrible hardships, be it poverty, racism, classism, etc, and deserve to enjoy every last 
drop of a pleasant life they have. You may have lived a pleasant life but many of our elders have 

not. Geronticide in favour of the young and the economy, is morally abhorrent. 
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12 HOURS AGO 
#themoralarch 

Boring class warfare... racist too. 
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This post violated our policy. 

#themoralarch 

12 HOURS AGO 

Uneducated people resort to insults when they have lost the argument, congratulations. 
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13 HOURS AGO 

both my wife and self being 87 endorse this article. 

Reply 


5 


Recommend 


Report 

GT 

13 HOURS AGO 

1 used to think that a measure of a civilised society was the way it treats the old, ill, vulnerable, 
disadvantaged and disabled. Wow... I must have missed something then when it's ok to say whose 

life is a more valuable one than any other. Dr. R.T. 
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2 HOURS AGO 
GT 

Well of course it's not ok to say whose life is more valuable than another. But sometimes you 
don't have a choice. And sometimes you don't realise that you are part of a system that makes a 
choice. A doctor will always do his best to save his patient. But the means given to him/her are 
the result of a choice - a budgetary choice - this machine or this medicine being available or not. 
The problem is - the system and many doctors see death as a failure if the technology to prolong 

their life is available. Technology advances, but also becomes more expensive. ...See more 
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D Russell 

13 HOURS AGO 
GT 

You are right in your original belief. 
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Tim Saunders 

13 HOURS AGO 

We started life on an economic escalator, mainly fuelled by rising property prices. Not only were 
our tuition fees paid but we received grants and even vacation unemployment benefit. Everything 
is stacked against the young in favour of the old. It is time we started thinking about our true 

legacy. 
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D Russell 

12 HOURS AGO 
Tim Saunders 

You are talking about money here, aren't you? A useful and happy life is not just a wealthy life. 
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Philip Smith 

13 HOURS AGO 

At last!! Someone has said it in plain terms. Mark my words more will die from the fall out over 
the next 10 years + than in the next 12 months from the virus. Also the victims will be across the 
generations. It is a hard choice, but I think if you asked most 70+ they would rather protect their 
grandchildren for their adult lives than a another 5 years or so of their lives. This current situation 

cannot continue. Harsh, but that's the way it us. 
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Tony Hart 

13 HOURS AGO 

Agree with everything Max writes. I would add one thing. As soon as we receive the old age 

pension at 65, then the vote should be taken away from us!!! 
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JK1 

13 HOURS AGO 
Tony Hart 

Maybe taken off you. 
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Galois 

13 HOURS AGO 
Tony Hart 


Alternatively, those who take more in benefits than they contribute in tax should lose the 

franchise. 
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Madrid 

13 HOURS AGO 

Those receiving pensions will not suffer like those working. We will still get our income, the 
workers may not keep theirs. Ring fencing shopping hours for us is mad. We, the retired, can 

shop at any hour. The workers however can’t. 
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Paul Me 

13 HOURS AGO 
Madrid 

Thanks Mad rid. 
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Bel Ami 

13 HOURS AGO Edited 

People accumulate wealth over their lifetime, it's fairly obvious. When I was young I was broke, I 
worked, got on the housing ladder and as the years passed reaped the benefits. When I left uni we 
were in a deep recession, unemployment higher than it had every been, house prices seemed 
beyond reach and so on. But I was YOUNG, and had time to make a go of my life which I am 
glad to say I did, and which I am sure most of today's young will do too and they will end up old 

and richer than the young. 
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Rafaista 

12 HOURS AGO 
Bel Ami 

You were not competing in a world where western share of global GDP was declining. Just one 
of many differences and advantages you enjoyed. Asset inflation and QE is another. Many more. 


But here’s where I agree with you no generation has a right to a better life than its predecessors. 

That’s just what the politicians tell you every election 
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Sandy Cunningham 

13 HOURS AGO 
Bel Ami 

You can accumulate wealth IF conditions are favourable, including marrying wealth, inheriting, 

and having an idea which can make you money.But generally post second world war babies, 

have 'never had it so good'with free higher education, gold plated pensions and house purchases, 
while future generations will not have the stability of the past 50 years to underpin their lives. 

peter rogol 

13 HOURS AGO 

Thankyou for writing so clearly a message I've tried, inadequately, to convey on these threads. 
The lengths to which our government and other western governments are going to protect and 
prolong the lives of many of our generation, and the impositions and future costs burdens they are 
imposing on younger generations in the process, are beyond unreasonable. Destroying jobs and 
the economy and ramping up the national debt isn't clever - it may play well with the press, it 
may demonstrate those governments will go the extra mile, but it is dumping on future 
generations a burden they shouldn't be expected to bear. Sure, plough funds into research to try to 
develop a vaccine and a cure. Do more to track the movements of those affected, so that those 
who've had contact with them can be warned. Spend much more on testing so that those who've 
got the virus can isolate themselves until they've recovered, and those who've recovered can 
rejoin society. Encourage the elderly and the infirm to isolate themselves for their own protection. 
But let working age populations carry on working. Let kids have their education. And stop 

destroying the economy on which we all rely. 
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Bel Ami 

13 HOURS AGO 

Enemy Coast Ahead is a truly wonderful book written in the most amazing of circumstances. Had 

he lived Gibson would have made a fantastic national leader. What a man. 

Hambone Fakenamington 

13 HOURS AGO 



"Slightly premature" could mean ten years early. Something to think about before we go full 
Logan's Run. I'm not sure that bearing the guilt of rushing their grandparents to their death is 
better than paying a financial cost not to. 

Mr S McNeill 

6 MINUTES AGO 

I'm 4 years older than Mr Hastings and like many of my generation have not enjoyed the life style 
that he has had. It would be interesting if we could transport back in time young people to the 
1940s and 1950s; centrally heated homes, car ownership, home ownership and holidays abroad 
were for the few and not the many. Entertainment revolved around the cinema and Radio 
Luxembourg or the BBC light programme on the wireless. I have a photograph of myself and a 

friend both aged 5 which could be used as a poster for any children's charity. 
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